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The Sledding Hill
A provocative and heart-wrenching novel about family, loss, and loyalty from
acclaimed and bestselling author Chris Crutcher. Losers Bracket is the powerful
and gripping new novel by the author of Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes and Whale
Talk. When it comes to family, Annie is in the losers bracket. While her foster
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parents are great (mostly), her birth family would not have been her first pick. And
no matter how many times Annie tries to write them out of her life, she always
gets sucked back into their drama. Love is like that. But when a family argument
breaks out at Annie’s swim meet and her nephew goes missing, Annie might be the
only one who can get him back. With help from her friends, her foster brother, and
her social service worker, Annie puts the pieces of the puzzle together, determined
to find her nephew and finally get him into a safe home. Award-winning author
Chris Crutcher’s books are strikingly authentic and unflinchingly honest. Losers
Bracket is by turns gripping, heartbreaking, hopeful, and devastating, and hits the
sweet spot for fans of Andrew Smith and Marieke Nijkamp.

Angry Management
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! From Obama's former communications director
and current co-host of Pod Save America comes a colorful account of how politics,
the media, and the Internet changed during the Obama presidency and how
Democrats can fight back in the Trump era. On November 9th, 2016, Dan Pfeiffer
woke up like most of the world wondering WTF just happened. How had Donald
Trump won the White House? How was it that a decent and thoughtful president
had been succeeded by a buffoonish reality star, and what do we do now? Instead
of throwing away his phone and moving to another country (which were his first
and second thoughts), Pfeiffer decided to tell this surreal story, recounting how
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Barack Obama navigated the insane political forces that created Trump, explaining
why everyone got 2016 wrong, and offering a path for where Democrats go from
here. Pfeiffer was one of Obama's first hires when he decided to run for president,
and was at his side through two presidential campaigns and six years in the White
House. Using never-before-heard stories and behind-the-scenes anecdotes, YES WE
(STILL) CAN examines how Obama succeeded despite Twitter trolls, Fox News (and
their fake news), and a Republican Party that lost its collective mind. An irreverent,
no-BS take on the crazy politics of our time, YES WE (STILL) CAN is a must-read for
everyone who is disturbed by Trump, misses Obama, and is marching, calling, and
hoping for a better future for the country.

Whale Talk
Ben Wolf has big things planned for his senior year. Had big things planned. Now
what he has is some very bad news and only one year left to make his mark on the
world. How can a pint-sized, smart-ass seventeen-year-old do anything significant
in the nowheresville of Trout, Idaho? First, Ben makes sure that no one else knows
what is going on—not his superstar quarterback brother, Cody, not his parents, not
his coach, no one. Next, he decides to become the best 127-pound football player
Trout High has ever seen; to give his close-minded civics teacher a daily migraine;
and to help the local drunk clean up his act. And then there's Dallas Suzuki.
Amazingly perfect, fascinating Dallas Suzuki, who may or may not give Ben the
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time of day. Really, she's first on the list. Living with a secret isn't easy, though,
and Ben's resolve begins to crumble . . . especially when he realizes that he isn't
the only person in Trout with secrets.

Dangerous Angels
Dillon is living with the painful memory of his brother's suicide -- and the role he
played in it. To keep his mind and body occupied, he trains intensely for the
Ironman triathlon. But outside of practice, his life seems to be falling apart. Then
Dillon finds a confidante in Jennifer, a star high school basketball player who's
hiding her own set of destructive secrets. Together, they must find the courage to
confront their demons -- before it's too late.

Deadline
For a rugged outdoor man and his family, life in northern Minnesota is a wild
experience involving wolves, deer, and the sled dogs that make their way of life
possible. Includes an account of the author's first Iditarod, a dogsled race across
Alaska.

Ironman
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Through the eyes of a distinctly non-athletic protagonist—a fat high school
journalist named Mitch—veteran sports novelist Deuker reveals the surprising truth
behind a mysterious football player named Angel. When Angel shows up Lincoln
High, he seems to have no past—or at least not one he is willing to discuss. Though
Mitch gets a glimpse of Angel's incredible talent off the field, Angel rarely allows
himself to shine on the field. Is he an undercover cop, wonders Mitch? Or an
ineligible player? In pursuit of a killer story, Mitch decides to find out just who this
player is and what he's done. In the end, the truth surprises everyone.

Catalyst
Bo Brewster has been at war with his father for as long as he can remember.
Following angry outbursts at his football coach and English teacher that have cost
him his spot on the football team and moved him dangerously close to expulsion
from school, he turns to the only adult he believes will listen: Larry King. In his
letters to Larry, Bo describes his quest for excellence on his own terms. No more
coaches for me, he tells the talk show icon, no more dads. I'm going to be a
triathlete, an Ironman. Relegated to Mr. Nak's before-school Anger Management
group (which he initially believes to be populated with future serial killers and
freeway snipers), Bo meets a hard-edged, down-on-their-luck pack of survivors
with stainless steel shields against the world that Bo comes to see are not so
different from his own. It is here he meets and falls in love with Shelly, a future
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American Gladiator, whose passion for physical challenge more than matches his.
Ironman is a funny, sometimes heartbreaking story about growing up in the heart
of struggle. It is about standing up, getting knocked down, and standing up again.
It is about being heard--and learning to listen.

Elijah of Buxton
Offers statistics, case studies and reseach findings on emotional, physical, and
sexual abuse of teenagers and provides literary and professional perspectives for
each selected work of fiction, along with applications for using the stories in a
hypothetical therapy setting.

Woodsong
They've been outcasts together since junior school - fat Moby and scarface Sarah
Byrnes. They've grown up hard-nosed, streetwise and tough. They had to. But
Sarah has suddenly gone off the rails. Desperate to help his sick friend, Moby sets
out to discover what really lies behind the scars - and finds himself plunged into a
shadowy world of violence fear and abuse. Junior high readers.

Chinese Handcuffs
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Called a “masterpiece” in a starred review from School Library Journal, awardwinning author Chris Crutcher’s acclaimed Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes is an
enduring classic. This bestselling novel is about love, loyalty, and friendship in the
face of adversity. “Superb plotting, extraordinary characters, and cracking
narrative make this novel unforgettable.”—Publishers Weekly Sarah Byrnes and
Eric Calhoune have been friends for years. When they were children, his weight
and her scars made them both outcasts. Now Sarah Byrnes—the smartest,
toughest person Eric has ever known—sits silent in a hospital. Eric must uncover
the terrible secret she’s hiding before its dark current pulls them both under. Will
appeal to fans of Marieke Nijkamp, Andrew Smith, and John Corey Whaley. “Once
again, Chris Crutcher plunges his readers into life's tough issues within a
compelling story filled with human compassion . . . with his characteristic
intelligence, humor, and empathy."—ALAN Review An American Library Association
Best Book for Young Adults

Athletic Shorts
A therapist treating abused children and families in crisis, Wilson Corder faces his
most horrifying experience yet when seven-year-old Sabrina Parker is kidnapped
and his own children's lives are threatened. Reprint.
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Strong at the Heart
Willie Weaver used to be a hero. Now he's nothing. Willie is a top athlete, the star
of the legendary game against Crazy Horse Electric. Then a freak accident robs
him of his once-amazing physical talents. Betrayed by his family, his girlfriend, and
his own body, Willie's on the run, penniless and terrified on the streets, where he
must fight to rebuild both his body and his life.

Yes We (Still) Can
Every kid in this group wants to fly. Every kid in this group has too much ballast.
Mr. Nak's Angry Management group is a place for misfits. A place for stories. And,
man, does this crew have stories. There's Angus Bethune and Sarah Byrnes, who
can hide from everyone but each other. Together, they will embark on a road trip
full of haunting endings and glimmering beginnings. And Montana West, who
doesn't step down from a challenge. Not even when the challenge comes from her
adoptive dad, who's leading the school board to censor the article she wrote for
the school paper. And straightlaced Matt Miller, who had never been friends with
outspoken genius Marcus James. Until one tragic week—a week they'd do anything
to change—brings them closer than Matt could have ever imagined. Chris Crutcher
fills these three stories with raw emotion. They are about insecurity, anger, and
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prejudice. But they are also about love, freedom, and power. About surviving. And
hope.

Period 8
Master storyteller Christopher Paul Curtis's Newbery Honor novel, featuring his
trademark humor, unique narrative voice, and new cover art--now in paperback!
Eleven-year-old Elijah lives in Buxton, Canada, a settlement of runaway slaves near
the American border. He's the first child in town to be born free, and he ought to
be famous just for that. Unfortunately, all that most people see is a "fra-gile" boy
who's scared of snakes and talks too much. But everything changes when a former
slave steals money from Elijah's friend, who has been saving to buy his family out
of captivity in the South. Now it's up to Elijah to track down the thief--and his
dangerous journey just might make a hero out of him, if only he can find the
courage to get back home.

The Deep End
The Weetzie Bat series, by acclaimed author Francesca Lia Block, was listed among
NPR's 100 Best-Ever Teen Novels. This collection brings together all five luminous
novels of the series in one. Spinning a saga of interwoven lives and beating hearts,
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these postmodern fairy tales take us to a Los Angeles brimming with magical
realism: a place where life is a mystery, pain can lead to poetry, strangers become
intertwined souls, and everyone is searching for the most beautiful and dangerous
angel of all: love. The Weetzie Bat books broke new ground with their stylized,
lyrical prose and unflinching look at the inner life of teens. The New York Times
declared Dangerous Angels was "transcendent." And the Village Voice proclaimed
"Ms. Block writes for the young adult in all of us." Includes Weetzie Bat, Witch
Baby, Cherokee Bat and the Goat Guys, Missing Angel Juan, and Baby Be-Bop.

A Break with Charity
Louie Banks has it made. He's got a starting spot on the football team, good
friends, and a smart, beautiful girlfriend who loves him as much as he loves her.
Early in the fall, he sees all his ideas of fair play go up in smoke; by spring, what he
cares about most has been destroyed. How can Louie keep going when he's lost
everything?

Dating Hamlet
ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults * New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age
A riveting, scorching—and hilarious—autobiography by the award-winning author
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of Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes and Deadline. From trying to impress a member of
the girls’ softball team (with disastrous dental results) to enduring the humiliation
of his high school athletic club initiation (olives and oysters play unforgettable
roles), Chris Crutcher’s memoir of the tricky road to adulthood is candid, disarming,
laugh-out-loud funny, relevant, and never less than riveting. He vividly describes a
temper that was always waiting to trip him up even as it sustained him through
some of the most memorable mishaps any child has survived. And how did this guy
(he lifted his brother’s homework through the entire tenth grade) ever become a
writer, not to mention the author of fourteen critically acclaimed books for young
people? The frontier may be mild, but the book is not. Fans of Tara Westover’s
Educated, Jack Gantos’s Hole in My Life, and Walter Dean Myers’s Bad Boy will
laugh, will cry, and will remember. “Funny, bittersweet and brutally honest.
Readers will clasp this hard-to-put-down book to their hearts even as they laugh
sympathetically.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Losers Bracket
Natural-born hustler Porsche Santiaga refuses to accept her new life in juvenile
detention after her family is torn apart and fights to regain what she has lost.

Running Loose
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When Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army hospital in Iraq, he's honored with a
Purple Heart. But he doesn't feel like a hero. There's a memory that haunts him: an
image of a young Iraqi boy as a bullet hits his chest. Matt can't shake the feeling
that he was somehow involved in his death. But because of a head injury he
sustained just moments after the boy was shot, Matt can't quite put all the pieces
together. Eventually Matt is sent back into combat with his squad—Justin, Wolf,
and Charlene—the soldiers who have become his family during his time in Iraq. He
just wants to go back to being the soldier he once was. But he sees potential
threats everywhere and lives in fear of not being able to pull the trigger when the
time comes. In combat there is no black-and-white, and Matt soon discovers that
the notion of who is guilty is very complicated indeed. National Book Award Finalist
Patricia McCormick has written a visceral and compelling portrait of life in a war
zone, where loyalty is valued above all, and death is terrifyingly commonplace.

What Stories Does My Son Need?
When Dillon Hemingway is forced to witness his brother Preston's suicide, his life
understandably seems to fall apart. His quest to make it whole again involves
Stacy Ryder, Preston's girlfriend, who is left with more than a memeory of Dillon's
dead brother, and Jennifer Lawless, a star high school basketball player with a
secret too monstrous to tell and too enormous to keep. His antagonist are a vicious
cycling gang, a single-minded school principal, and Jennifer's father, a brilliant
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lawyer with a chilling disregard for human sensitivity. Chris Crutcher's Chinese
Handcuffs is a story about a time when life seems too overwhelming to confront. It
is also a story of courage and acceptance, told with power and sensibility.

The Secrets of Sarah Byrnes
Billy Bartholomew has an audacious soul, and he knows it. Why? Because it's all he
has left. He's dead. Eddie Proffit has an equally audacious soul, but he doesn't
know it. He's still alive. These days, Billy and Eddie meet on the sledding hill,
where they used to spend countless hours -- until Billy kicked a stack of Sheetrock
over on himself, breaking his neck and effectively hitting tilt on his Earthgame. The
two were inseparable friends. They still are. And Billy is not about to let a little
thing like death stop him from hanging in there with Eddie in his epic struggle to
get his life back on track.

Young Adult Literature: From Romance to Realism, Third
Edition
New York Times bestselling author and award-winning journalist, Nina Burleigh,
explores Donald Trump’s attitudes toward women by providing in-depth analysis
and background on the women who have had the most profound influence on his
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life—the mother and grandmother who raised him, the wives who lived with him,
and the daughter who is poised to inherit it all. Has any president in the history of
the United States had a more fraught relationship with women than Donald Trump?
He flagrantly cheated on all three of his wives, brushed off multiple accusations of
sexual assault, publicly ogled his eldest daughter, bought the silence of a porn star
and a Playmate, and proclaimed his now-infamous seduction technique: “grab ’em
by the pussy.” Golden Handcuffs is a comprehensive and provocative account of
the women who have been closest to Trump—his German-immigrant grandmother,
Elizabeth, the uncredited founder of the Trump Organization; his Scottishimmigrant mother, Mary, who acquired a taste for wealth as a maid in the Andrew
Carnegie mansion; his wives—Ivana, Marla, and Melania (the first and third of
whom are immigrants); and his eldest daughter, Ivanka, groomed to take over the
Trump brand from a young age. Also examined are Trump’s two older sisters, one
of whom is a prominent federal judge; his often-overlooked younger daughter,
Tiffany; his female employees; and those he calls “liars”—the women who have
accused him of sexual misconduct. Of these women, Burleigh writes, “where they
come from and what they do now and in the future matters because they have or
have had the ear of the most powerful man on earth.”

Chinese Handcuffs
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A Terrible Secret
Something is troubling Maggie Alexander. It's something she doesn't want to think
about, doesn't want to explain.

The Trump Women
In an annotated list including movies such as High Noon and Glory, and books such
as The Giving Tree and To Kill a Mockingbird, therapist and educator Gurian
highlights the particular ethical lessons two hundred great stories can impart to
boys and young men.

Chinese Handcuffs
This five-session small group Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately) by
noted teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan, is volume one of the That the World
May Know series. Vander Laan illustrates how God guided his people to a specific
place – the Promised Land – to impact the world both in ancient times and today.
Just like the time and place of our birth shapes our journey, so the land and culture
of the Hebrew people shaped their story. Promised Land provides wonderful
context to the stories of that time. Faith Lessons is a unique video series that
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brings God's Word to life with astounding relevance. By weaving together the
Bible's fascinating historical, cultural, religious, and geographical contexts, teacher
and historian Ray Vander Laan reveals unique insights into the Scriptures'
significance for modern believers. Each lesson: Focuses on passages of Scripture
explored in the DVD Includes sidebars, maps, photos and other study tools
Features questions that facilitate discussion and inspire personal reflection Include
30 personal Bible studies to help you deepen your learning experience between
sessions, and turn lessons from the past into applications that impact how you live
out your faith today. Filmed on location in Israel, these illuminating "faith lessons"
afford a new understanding of the Bible that will ground your convictions and
transform your life. The Faith Lessons video series is ideal for use in small groups,
personal and family Bible studies, and adult Sunday school. Individual believers
and families will gain vital insights from long-ago times and cultures through this
innovative approach to Bible study. Lessons include: Standing at the Crossroads
–Tel Gezer Wet Feet – Jordan River First Fruits – Tel Jericho Confronting Evil – Tel
Beth Shemesh Iron of Culture – Tel Azekah Designed for use with the Faith Lessons
Promised Land Video Study (sold separately).

Using Literature to Help Troubled Teenagers Cope with Abuse
Issues
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In this terrifying and provocative novel by the bestselling and award-winning
author of Deadline and Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, a teenage boy tries to
uncover what happened to a girl who has vanished from his high school. Was she
abducted, or did she run for her life? Paul "The Bomb" Baum tells the truth. No
matter what. It was something he learned at Sunday school. But telling the truth
can cause problems, and not just minor ones. And as Paulie discovers, finding the
truth can be even more problematic. Period 8 is supposed to be that one period in
high school where the truth can shine, a safe haven. Only what Paulie and Hannah
(his ex-girlfriend, unfortunately) and his other classmates don't know is that the
ultimate liar is in their midst. Terrifying, thought-provoking, and original, this novel
combines all the qualities of a great psychological thriller with the controversy,
ethics, athletics, humor, and raw emotion of a classic Crutcher story.

Goodnight Tweetheart
Dillon is living with the painful memory of his brother's suicide -- and the role he
played in it. To keep his mind and body occupied, he trains intensely for the
Ironman triathlon. But outside of practice, his life seems to be falling apart. Then
Dillon finds a confidante in Jennifer, a star high school basketball player who's
hiding her own set of destructive secrets. Together, they must find the courage to
confront their demons -- before it's too late.
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A Deeper Love Inside
Susanna English desperately wants to join the circle of girls who meet every week
at the parsonage, but she doesn’t realize the leader of the group, the malicious
Ann Putnam, is about to set off a torrent of false accusations that will lead to the
imprisonment and execution of countless innocent people—victims of a witch-hunt
panic. “The author’s skillful manipulation of the conventions of the young-adult
novel—particularly the rich exploration of being an outsider and going against the
mainstream—makes this book a superb vehicle for examining the social dynamics
of this legendary event.” —The Horn Book

Child of the Dark Prophecy
Thoughtful teen fiction at its finest. Kate Malone: popular straight A student, longdistance runner, pillar of strength to her single-parent dad. She thinks she can she
can handle anything. Until it all goes wrong. Kate's life is spiraling out of control and Kate's about to find out how exhilarating that can be.

Purple Heart
In accordance with prophecy, Avalon's existence is threatened in the year that
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stars stop shining and at the time when both the dark child and Merlin's heir are to
be revealed.

The Crazy Horse Electric Game
A Study Guide for Chris Crutcher's "Crazy Horse Electric Game," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

Payback Time
SPECIAL ENHANCED EDITION From New York Times bestselling author Teresa
Medeiros comes a heartwarming and unforgettable novel sure to be enjoyed by
readers who love Nicholas Sparks, Emily Giffin, and Jennifer Weiner. Bestselling
author Abigail Donovan almost won the Pulitzer Prize and did win Oprah's stamp of
approval. So why is she spending her days—and nights—hiding in her expensive
New York City condo with only her two cats for company? When her publicist drags
her into the world of social media, Abby figures she'll meet some 14-year-old living
in his mom's basement. But instead she finds Mark Baynard, a quick-witted English
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professor traveling the world in search of adventure. Although she tries to resist his
charms, Mark begins to shatter Abby's writer's block one funny and tender
encounter at a time. But just when she begins to write—and live—again, Abby
discovers Mark is hiding a secret that could change both of their lives forever. In
the tradition of SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE and YOU'VE GOT MAIL, two lonely people
discover it doesn't take a status update or 140 characters to find true love—it just
takes three little words This SPECIAL ENHANCED EDITION contains Bonus Epilogue
and Photos ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDITION "Cleverly craftedtimeless."—BookPage
"Delightfully inventive."—Chicago Tribune “Tender, funny, and poignant…will make
you laugh out loud one minute and reach for the tissues the next.”—Kristin
Hannah, New York Times bestselling author "Measures out equal amounts of
lightning-fast wit, wry intelligence, and haunting tenderness. Medeiros shows that
in any era, by any means of communication, love will find a way.”—Lisa Kleypas,
New York Times bestselling author Women's fiction, Contemporary romance

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
In a story based on the Shakespeare play, Ophelia describes her relationship with
Hamlet, learns the truth about her own father, and recounts the complicated
events following the murder of Hamlet's father.
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The New Normal
Every year more than half a million young people are sexually abused or assaulted
in North America. This groundbreaking book brings readers face-to-face with nine
survivors who speak with candor and courage about the abuse they experienced,
how they have healed, and how they are moving forward with their lives. White,
black, Latino, and Native American, these everyday heroes come from a wide
range of communities and have found different ways to cope with and overcome
sexual trauma. Through moving personal stories and striking photographs they
take readers into their lives, offering insight and hope for anyone affected by this
all-too-common childhood experience. In this book about healing, young readers
and their families will find additional information in the resource section, a
comprehensive guide to the best help lines, books, films, and Web sites on healing
and resilience.

The Body of Christopher Creed
These six powerful short stories chronicle bits of the lives of characters, major and
minor, who have walked the rugged terrain of Chris Crutcher's earlier works. They
also introduce some new and unforgettable personalities who may well be heard
from again in future books. As with all Crutcher's work, these are stories about
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athletes, and yet they are not sport stories. They are tales of love and death,
bigotry and heroism, of real people doing their best even when that best isn't very
good. Crutcher's straightforward style and total honesty have earned him an
admiring audience and made readers of many nonreaders.

A Study Guide for Chris Crutcher's "Crazy Horse Electric Game"
Stotan: A cross between a Stoic and a Spartin It's the last swimming season for
Walker, Nortie, Lion, and Jeff, and their coach is building their self-discipline in a
grueling four-hour-a-day test of stamina designed to bring them to the outer edge
of their capabilities. As it turns out, Stotan Week is also the week in which secrets
are revealed, and the four friends must draw upon their new strengths for an
endurance they never knew they'd need.

Stotan!
Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly perfect life, struggles with
doubts and questions surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the class
outcast.

King of the Mild Frontier
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“A truly exceptional book.”—Washington Post There's bad news and good news
about the Cutter High School swim team. The bad news is that they don't have a
pool. The good news is that only one of them can swim anyway. Bestselling author
Chris Crutcher’s controversial and acclaimed novel follows a group of outcasts as
they take on inequality and injustice in their high school. "Crutcher's superior gifts
as a storyteller and his background as a working therapist combine to make magic
in Whale Talk. The thread of truth in his fiction reminds us that heroes can come in
any shape, color, ability or size, and friendship can bridge nearly any
divide.”—Washington Post T.J. Jones hates the blatant preferential treatment jocks
receive at his high school, and the reverence paid to the varsity lettermen. When
he sees a member of the wrestling team threatening an underclassman, T.J.
decides he’s had enough. He recruits some of the biggest misfits at Cutter High to
form a swim team. They may not have very much talent, but the All-Night Mermen
prove to be way more than T.J. anticipated. As the unlikely athletes move closer to
their goal, these new friends might learn that the journey is worth more than the
reward. For fans of Andrew Smith and Marieke Nijkamp. "Crutcher offers an
unusual yet resonant mixture of black comedy and tragedy that lays bare the
superficiality of the high-school scene. The book's shocking climax will force
readers to re-examine their own values and may cause them to alter their
perception of individuals pegged as 'losers.'"—Publishers Weekly An American
Library Association Best Book for Young Adults New York Public Library Books for
the Teen Age Features a new afterword by Chris Crutcher
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Promised Land Discovery Guide
With her younger sisters dead and her parents overcome with grief, Tamar's life
feels out of control, and her troubles are only deepened when she begins losing her
hair.
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