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Speak
A classic work of American literature that has not
stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto
the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a
ground-breaking meditation on war, memory,
imagination, and the redemptive power of
storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men
of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat
Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and
the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour
in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age
of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative
writing—it has become required reading for any
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American and continues to challenge readers in their
perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace,
courage and fear and longing. The Things They
Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre
Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it
was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the
National Book Critics Circle Award.

The Giver
Guess what -- Gary Paulsen was being kind to Brian.
In Guts, Gary tells the real stories behind the Brian
books, the stories of the adventures that inspired him
to write Brian Robeson's story: working as an
emergency volunteer; the death that inspired the
pilot's death in Hatchet; plane crashes he has seen
and near-misses of his own. He describes how he
made his own bows and arrows, and takes readers on
his first hunting trips, showing the wonder and solace
of nature along with his hilarious mishaps and
mistakes. He shares special memories, such as the
night he attracted every mosquito in the county, or
how he met the moose with a sense of humor, and
the moose who made it personal. There's a handy
chapter on "Eating Eyeballs and Guts or Starving: The
Fine Art of Wilderness Nutrition." Recipes included.
Readers may wonder how Gary Paulsen survived to
write all of his books -- well, it took guts. From the
Hardcover edition.

Bunnicula
Based on an Athabascan Indian legend passed along
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for many generations from mothers to daughters of
the upper Yukon River Valley in Alaska, this is the
suspenseful, shocking, ultimately inspirational tale of
two old women abandoned by their tribe during a
brutal winter famine. Though these women have been
known to complain more than contribute, they now
must either survive on their own or die trying. In
simple but vivid detail, Velma Wallis depicts a
landscape and way of life that are at once merciless
and starkly beautiful. In her old women, she has
created two heroines of steely determination whose
story of betrayal, friendship, community and
forgiveness "speaks straight to the heart with clarity,
sweetness and wisdom" (Ursula K. Le Guin).

Walk Two Moons
HOW HAD MRS. OLINSKI CHOSEN her sixth-grade
Academic Bowl team? She had a number of answers.
But were any of them true? How had she really
chosen Noah and Nadia and Ethan and Julian? And
why did they make such a good team? It was a
surprise to a lot of people when Mrs. Olinski's team
won the sixth-grade Academic Bowl contest at
Epiphany Middle School. It was an even bigger
surprise when they beat the seventh grade and the
eighth grade, too. And when they went on to even
greater victories, everyone began to ask: How did it
happen? It happened at least partly because Noah
had been the best man (quite by accident) at the
wedding of Ethan's grandmother and Nadia's
grandfather. It happened because Nadia discovered
that she could not let a lot of baby turtles die. It
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happened when Ethan could not let Julian face
disaster alone. And it happened because Julian valued
something important in himself and saw in the other
three something he also valued. Mrs. Olinski,
returning to teaching after having been injured in an
automobile accident, found that her Academic Bowl
team became her answer to finding confidence and
success. What she did not know, at least at first, was
that her team knew more than she did the answer to
why they had been chosen. This is a tale about a
team, a class, a school, a series of contests and, set in
the midst of this, four jewel-like short stories -- one for
each of the team members -- that ask questions and
demonstrate surprising answers.

Brian's Hunt
Winner of the Newbery Medal and the National Book
Award! This #1 New York Times bestselling, modern
classic in which boys are forced to dig holes day in
and day out is now available with a splashy new look.
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began
with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-greatgrandfather and has since followed generations of
Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a
boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the
boys build character by spending all day, every day
digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet
deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there
are an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t take long for
Stanley to realize there’s more than character
improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys
are digging holes because the warden is looking for
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something. But what could be buried under a dried-up
lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment—and redemption. Includes a double
bonus: an excerpt from Small Steps, the follow-up to
Holes, as well as an excerpt from Louis Sachar’s new
middle-grade novel, Fuzzy Mud. "A smart jigsaw
puzzle of a novel." --The New York Times WINNER OF
THE BOSTON GLOBE-HORN BOOK AWARD A NEW
YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW NOTABLE CHILDREN'S
BOOK SELECTED FOR NUMEROUS BEST BOOK OF THE
YEAR AND ALA HONORS

I Heard the Owl Call My Name by
Margaret Craven : Novel Study Guide
Logan and his friend Benedict run into the wrong guy
at the library'literally. When Logan slams into the
reference guy in the basement and gives him a little
lip, Logan gets punished, really and truly punished.
He has three days to complete three tasks before
Professor Wordsworth will lift the magical punishment
that keeps getting Logan in even more trouble.

Hatchet - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6
Take a romp in the swamp with this New York Times
bestselling mystery adventure set in the Florida Keys
from Newbery Honoree Carl Hiaasen! Noah's dad is
sure that the owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is
flushing raw sewage into the harbor—which has made
taking a dip at the local beach like swimming in a
toilet. He can't prove it though, and so he decides
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that sinking the boat will make an effective
statement. Right. The boat is pumped out and back in
business within days and Noah's dad is in the local
lock-up. Now Noah is determined to succeed where
his dad failed. He will prove that the Coral Queen is
dumping illegally . . . somehow. “The writing is pitch
perfect.” —The New York Times “A royal flush.”
—Chicago Sun-Times “Classic Hiaasen—laugh-outloud satire in a Florida setting.” —Life

A Guide for Using Hatchet in the
Classroom
The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water
begins as two stories, told in alternating sections,
about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008
and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water
from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home:
she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy,
Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan,
refugees who cover the African continent on foot as
they search for their families and for a safe place to
stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to
attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and
crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on
to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving
way.

Brian's Winter
Dancing Carl, Gary Paulsen's first novel, was a ALA
Best Book for Young Adults and a Notable Children's
Trade Book for the Language Arts. In the winter, life in
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McKinley, Minnesota, revolves around the rinks,
where kids play hockey and grown-ups skate to
scratchy phonograph records. Then, the year Marsh
and his best friend, Willy, are twelve, Carl appears at
the rink, wearing a battered, old leather flight jacket
and doing a strange dance that is both beautiful and
disturbing to watch. It is Marsh and Willy who discover
the terrible secret behind Carl's dance, a secret that
threatens to destroy him. But a small miracle occurs,
and Carl's dance becomes a fragile and tentative
expression of hope and the healing power of love.

Holes
Though scoffed at by Harold the dog, Chester the cat
tries to warn his human family that their foundling
baby bunny must be a vampire.

The View from Saturday
It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia
are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down
near the docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities
are mounting. Now they include Polly, the serving girl
at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie
Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of
her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun
her family's coffee shop, located far from the
mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of
fever are all but overshadowed by dreams of growing
her family's small business into a thriving enterprise.
But when the fever begins to strike closer to home,
Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to
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a new fight-the fight to stay alive.

Brian's Winter : a Novel Study
Two years after having survived a plane crash into the
Canadian wilderness, a sixteen-year-old boy returns
to the wild, where he befriends a wounded dog and
hunts a rogue bear.

A Long Walk to Water
Jan Needle's play about bullying - but who is the bully
and who is the victim? The book contains a gripping
playscript suitable for classwork and school
production, accompanied by resources including
background material and lively activities.

Night of the Spadefoot Toads
For fans of Hatchet and Island of the Blue Dolphins
comes Theodore Taylor’s classic bestseller and Lewis
Carroll Shelf Award winner, The Cay. Phillip is excited
when the Germans invade the small island of
Curaçao. War has always been a game to him, and
he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter
he and his mother are traveling to the United States
on is torpedoed. When Phillip comes to, he is on a
small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat,
his only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy.
Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black
people: “They are different, and they live differently.”
But by the time the castaways arrive on a small
island, Phillip’s head injury has made him blind and
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dependent on Timothy. “Mr. Taylor has provided an
exciting story…The idea that all humanity would
benefit from this special form of color blindness
permeates the whole book…The result is a story with
a high ethical purpose but no sermon.”—New York
Times Book Review “A taut tightly compressed story
of endurance and revelation…At once barbed and
tender, tense and fragile—as Timothy would say,
‘outrageous good.’”—Kirkus Reviews * “Fully realized
setting…artful, unobtrusive use of dialect…the
representation of a hauntingly deep love, the
poignancy of which is rarely achieved in children’s
literature.”—School Library Journal, Starred “Starkly
dramatic, believable and compelling.”—Saturday
Review “A tense and moving experience in
reading.”—Publishers Weekly “Eloquently underscores
the intrinsic brotherhood of man.”—Booklist "This is
one of the best survival stories since Robinson
Crusoe."—The Washington Star · A New York Times
Best Book of the Year · A School Library Journal Best
Book of the Year · A Horn Book Honor Book · An
American Library Association Notable Book · A
Publishers Weekly Children’s Book to Remember · A
Child Study Association’s Pick of Children’s Books of
the Year · Jane Addams Book Award · Lewis Carroll
Shelf Award · Commonwealth Club of California:
Literature Award · Southern California Council on
Literature for Children and Young People Award ·
Woodward School Annual Book Award · Friends of the
Library Award, University of California at Irvine

Two Old Women
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The Slaves
This literature unit is used with Hatchet, by Gary
Paulsen. Included are sample lesson plans,
biographical sketch of the author, book summary,
book report ideas and more.

Flush
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the
right choices for her: what to read, what to watch,
what to believe. So when Xander's face appears onscreen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows with
complete certainty that he is her ideal mate . . . until
she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant
before the screen fades to black. The Society tells her
it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should
focus on the happy life she's destined to lead with
Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and
as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the
Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible
choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life
she's known and a path that no one else has dared to
follow. Look for CROSSED, the sequel to MATCHED, in
Fall 2011! Watch a Video

Bully
From the US Department of Defense, the Skills,
Tactics, and Traits of the Most Highly Skilled Soldiers
in the World—Army Rangers. This handbook offers the
techniques and tactics that make U.S. Army Rangers
the best soldiers in the world. These highly trained,
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easily deployable, and widely skilled infantrymen
specialize in airborne assault, raids, recovery of
personnel and equipment, and airfield seizure, among
other difficult and dangerous missions. Now, in this
recently revised edition of the U.S. Army Ranger
Handbook, you can get the latest info on everything
from understanding the basics of Army operations
and tactics to discovering what makes a soldier with
good leadership qualities and character. Although
primarily written for Rangers and other light infantry
units, it serves as a handy reference for all military
units, covering how infantry squad- and platoon-sized
elements conduct combat operations in varied
terrains. Drawing from over two centuries of lessons
learned in special operations combat, this guide
provides modern soldiers with best training possible.
It effectively combines the lessons of the past with
important insights for the future to help make army
leaders the absolute best they can be. In
straightforward, no-frills language, it covers
deception, stealth, communications, escape and
evasion, ambush operations, perimeter defense,
counterintelligence, and much more. This book is the
ultimate resource for anyone who wants to know how
Rangers think and function.

Woodsong
This satisfying story explores the powerful impact of
our actions on the world around us. When his father
takes a new job in Massachusetts, Ben Moroney must
leave behind his best friend Tony, a western banded
gecko named Lenny, and worst of all, the Arizona
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desert home he has loved and explored. Ben’s
adjustment to his new environment is not going well
until he unexpectedly finds a kindred spirit in his
eccentric fifth-grade science teacher, Mrs Tibbets. She
introduces him to the rare and elusive Eastern
spadefoot toads that make their home on her rural
property. When Ben discovers that Mrs. Tibbets’s land
may be sold to developers, he knows he has to do
something. As Ben’s obsession with saving the
spadefoot toads’ habitat grows, his schoolwork and
his relationships with his family and new friends
suffer. But just when it seems things can’t get any
worse, Ben finds a way to meet his responsibilities to
the people around him and demonstrates the
importance of even the smallest efforts to save the
earth’s rapidly disappearing habitats. With great
environmental themes, this appealing middle grade
novel comes from renowned storyteller and two-time
Grammy Award winner Bill Harley.

So You Want to Talk About Race
In his Nautilus Award-winning classic Touching Spirit
Bear, author Ben Mikaelson delivers a powerful
coming-of-age story of a boy who must overcome the
effects that violence has had on his life. After severely
injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, mischiefmaker Cole Matthews is in major trouble. But instead
of jail time, Cole is given another option: attend Circle
Justice, an alternative program that sends juvenile
offenders to a remote Alaskan Island to focus on
changing their ways. Desperate to avoid prison, Cole
fakes humility and agrees to go. While there, Cole is
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mauled by a mysterious white bear and left for dead.
Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and
his own anger cause him to examine his actions and
seek redemption—from the spirit bear that attacked
him, from his victims, and, most importantly, from
himself. Ben Mikaelsen paints a vivid picture of a
juvenile offender, examining the roots of his anger
without absolving him of responsibility for his actions,
and questioning a society in which angry people make
victims of their peers and communities. Touching
Spirit Bear is a poignant testimonial to the power of a
pain that can destroy, or lead to healing. A strong
choice for independent reading, sharing in the
classroom, homeschooling, and book groups.

Brian's Return
In this New York Times bestseller, Ijeoma Oluo offers a
hard-hitting but user-friendly examination of race in
America Widespread reporting on aspects of white
supremacy -- from police brutality to the mass
incarceration of Black Americans -- has put a media
spotlight on racism in our society. Still, it is a difficult
subject to talk about. How do you tell your roommate
her jokes are racist? Why did your sister-in-law take
umbrage when you asked to touch her hair -- and how
do you make it right? How do you explain white
privilege to your white, privileged friend? In So You
Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides readers
of all races through subjects ranging from
intersectionality and affirmative action to "model
minorities" in an attempt to make the seemingly
impossible possible: honest conversations about race
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and racism, and how they infect almost every aspect
of American life. "Oluo gives us -- both white people
and people of color -- that language to engage in
clear, constructive, and confident dialogue with each
other about how to deal with racial prejudices and
biases." -- National Book Review "Generous and
empathetic, yet usefully blunt . . . it's for anyone who
wants to be smarter and more empathetic about
matters of race and engage in more productive antiracist action." -- Salon (Required Reading)

The Beet Fields
The Exclusive Method You Can Use to Learn—Not Just
Memorize—Essential Words A powerful vocabulary
expands your world of opportunity. Building your word
power will help you write more effectively,
communicate clearly, score higher on standardized
tests like the SAT, ACT, or GRE, and be more
confident and persuasive in everything you do. Using
the exclusive Fiske method, you will not just
memorize words, but truly learn their meanings and
how to use them correctly. This knowledge will stay
with you longer and be easier to recall—and it doesn't
take any longer than less-effective memorization.
How does it work? This book uses a simple three-part
system: 1. Patterns: Words aren't arranged randomly
or alphabetically, but in similar groups based on
meaning and origin that make words easier to
remember over time. 2. Deeper Meanings, More
Examples: Full explanations—not just brief
definitions—of what the words mean, plus multiple
examples of the words in sentences. 3. Quick
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Activities: Frequent short quizzes help you test how
much you've learned, while helping your brain
internalize their meanings.

Island of the Blue Dolphins
Imagine your misfortune if, like Stanley Yelnats, you
found yourself the victim of a miscarriage of justice
and interned in Camp Green Lake Correctional
Institute. How would you survive? Thoughtfully Louis
Sachar has leant his knowledge and expertise to the
subject and created this wonderful, quirky, and utterly
essential guide to toughing it out in the Texan desert.
Spiced with lots of information about the characters in
HOLES, as well as lots of do's and don'ts for survival,
this is an essential book for all those hundreds of
thousands of HOLES' fans.

The Things They Carried
In her own singularly beautiful style, Newbery Medal
winner Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two
tales, one funny, one bittersweet, to create a
heartwarming, compelling, and utterly moving story
of love, loss, and the complexity of human emotion.
Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of
her country roots and the "Indian-ness in her blood,"
travels from Ohio to Idaho with her eccentric
grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the
story of Phoebe Winterbottom, who received
mysterious messages, who met a "potential lunatic,"
and whose mother disappeared. As Sal entertains her
grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her
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own story begins to unfold—the story of a thirteenyear-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with
her missing mother.

The River
Records the courage and self-reliance of an Indian girl
who lived alone for eighteen years on an isolated
island off the California coast when her tribe
emigrated and she was left behind.

Stanley Yelnats' Survival Guide to Camp
Greenlake
The lives of four young people in very different
circumstances are changed by their encounters with a
mysterious library card that introduces them to the
world of books and reading. Reprint.

Guts
For a 16-year-old boy out in the world alone for the
first time, every day’s an education in the hard work
and boredom of migrant labor; every day teaches him
something more about friendship, or hunger, or
profanity, or lust—always lust. He learns how a poker
game, or hitching a ride, can turn deadly. He
discovers the secret sadness and generosity to be
found on a lonely farm in the middle of nowhere. Then
he joins up with a carnival and becomes a grunt,
running a ride and shilling for the geek show. He’s
living the hard carny life and beginning to see the
world through carny eyes. He’s tough. Cynical. By the
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end of the summer he’s pretty sure he knows it all.
Until he meets Ruby.

The Great Fire
After having survived alone in the wilderness, Brian
finds that he can no longer live in the city but must
return to the place where he really belongs.

Hatchet
Because of his success surviving alone in the
wilderness for fifty-four days, fifteen-year-old Brian,
profoundly changed by his time in the wild, is asked
to undergo a similar experience to help scientists
learn more about the psychology of survival.

Fever 1793
For a rugged outdoor man and his family, life in
northern Minnesota is a wild experience involving
wolves, deer, and the sled dogs that make their way
of life possible. Includes an account of the author's
first Iditarod, a dogsled race across Alaska.

Punished!
The first ten lies they tell you in high school. "Speak
up for yourself--we want to know what you have to
say." From the first moment of her freshman year at
Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie,
part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless,
outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party
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by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let
alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes
increasingly isolated and practically stops talking
altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it
is through her work on an art project that she is finally
able to face what really happened at that terrible
party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy
who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to
her. Her healing process has just begun when she has
another violent encounter with him. But this time
Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby
achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse
Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable
heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to
the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for
many a disenfranchised teenager while
demonstrating the importance of speaking up for
oneself. Speak was a 1999 National Book Award
Finalist for Young People's Literature.

The Cay
A thrilling adventure of a plane crash in the Canadian
wilderness to learn the basic needs for survival. Help
students think deeper about the novel and offer a
great jumping off point for class discussion.
Demonstrate prior knowledge of the story's setting,
including animals and terrain Brian may come across.
Answer true or false questions about the turtle and its
eggs that Brian encountered. Describe Brian's
appearance as he saw himself in the lake. Finish
sentences with vocabulary words from the story.
Students imaging being Brian and come up with their
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own survival plan. Complete a chart detailing the
events Brian survives, what his reactions were, and
what he learned from them. Aligned to your State
Standards, additional crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Hatchet is a Newbery
Honor winning story about a boy surviving a plane
crash in the Canadian wilderness. Miles off course,
Brian must wait out the search for him while surviving
in the harsh environment. With nothing but a hatchet
his mother gave him, Brian soon discovers his
greatest tool for survival is himself. A bear, porcupine,
moose and even tornado threaten to hinder Brian’s
attempt at survival; however, he manages to make a
shelter for himself, weapons, and finally a fire. With
these tools, Brian must hunt and gather food and
water in order to stay alive while he waits for a rescue
plane to find him.

The Library Card
As a child during the Second World War, Gary Paulsen
and his mother travelled from Chicago to the
Philippines, summoned by his father, a distant,
imperious army officer whom Gary had never known.
With his mother, who was sometimes fiercely
protective, sometimes selfishly neglectful, Gary
witnessed scenes of extreme horror (such as a bloody
encounter with sharks in the Pacific), and these
memories alternate with tender evocations of his life
of a young boy growing up at an extraordinary time.

Dancing Carl
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The acclaimed author of The Honest Truth and Some
Kind of Courage brings his signature blend of action,
heart, and beautiful writing to a tale of misfits
struggling to survive. Jonathan Grisby is the newest
addition to the Slabhenge Reformatory School for
Troubled Boys. Shipped out to the remote island
facility, Jonathan quickly learns that the school is less
concerned with true reform and is more a place where
parents send away kids who have become too
troublesome. It's an isle of misfit boys. But on his first
full day at Slabhenge, a freak lightning storm leaves
the kids without any adult supervision. Suddenly the
inmates are running the asylum -- and unless
Jonathan can move beyond his troubled past and
assert himself as a leader, every boy on the island is
doomed.

Matched
"The Slaves" is nothing but Frederick Douglass's
groundbreaking autobiography and his first book
"Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An
American Slave, written by Himself". We have
renamed the title here as "The Slaves" to keep the
title short as well as to establish that Frederick
Douglass is no longer a name of a particular slave
born in nineteenth-century America, but a name that
represents slaves of the entire world and of all time.
Even though, we do not wish anyone to be born into
slavery anymore like Frederick was, we have taken
him as a symbol of all the slaves as a wish that all
who are still in slavery may have the spirit of
Frederick Douglass and fight their ways to the
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freedom and work to free other slaves to make the
slavery history. The life of Frederick, is in one way or
another, is the lives of all other slaves. Hence, we
have named this version of his book "The Slaves".

Scar Island
Fiske WordPower
An account of the Great Chicago Fire combines
archival photographs and drawings with personal
accounts by its survivors and historical documents.

Touching Spirit Bear
Instead of being rescued from a plane crash, as in the
author's book "Hatchet," this story portrays what
would have happened to Brian had he been forced to
survive a winter in the wilderness with only his
survival pack and hatchet.

U.S. Army Ranger Handbook
Living in a "perfect" world without social ills, a boy
approaches the time when he will receive a life
assignment from the Elders, but his selection leads
him to a mysterious man known as the Giver, who
reveals the dark secrets behind the utopian facade.

Eastern Sun, Winter Moon
Celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Newbery
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Honor–winning survival novel Hatchet with a pocketsized edition perfect for travelers to take along on
their own adventures. This special anniversary edition
includes a new introduction and commentary by
author Gary Paulsen, pen-and-ink illustrations by
Drew Willis, and a water resistant cover. Hatchet has
also been nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Thirteenyear-old Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret
knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is traveling by
single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time
since the divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the
pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the
Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a
tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had
given him as a present. At first consumed by despair
and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how
to make a shelter for himself, how to hunt and fish
and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even
finds the courage to start over from scratch when a
tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian is finally
rescued after fifty-four days in the wild, he emerges
from his ordeal with new patience and maturity, and a
greater understanding of himself and his parents.
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