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An Engineer's Alphabet
A New York Times Notable Book A Los Angeles Times and Cleveland Plain Dealer
Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson Literary Science Writing
Award From the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius comes a
thoughtful and provocative exploration of the big ideas of the modern era:
Information, communication, and information theory. Acclaimed science writer
James Gleick presents an eye-opening vision of how our relationship to information
has transformed the very nature of human consciousness. A fascinating intellectual
journey through the history of communication and information, from the language
of Africa's talking drums to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic
transmission of code to the origins of information theory, into the new information
age and the current deluge of news, tweets, images, and blogs. Along the way,
Gleick profiles key innovators, including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace, Samuel
Morse, and Claude Shannon, and reveals how our understanding of information is
transforming not only how we look at the world, but how we live.

Immortal Bird
To her adoring public, Hedy Lamarr was a glamorous movie star. But in private,
she was something more: a brilliant inventor. Now Laurie Wallmark and Katy Wu,
who collaborated on Sterling's critically acclaimed picture-book biography Grace
Hopper: Queen of Computer Code, tell the inspiring story of how, during World War
Two, Lamarr developed a groundbreaking communications system that still
remains essential to the security of today's technology.

Hedy Lamarr's Double Life
A story about the famous Hollywood actress Hedy Lamarr that showcases her
scientific achievements and uplifts girls everywhere.

The Twilight of the Bombs
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A biographical historical novel covering a period of tribulation and transformation
for Hedwig Kiesler, "the most beautiful girl in the world," who achieves lasting fame
as movie star Hedy Lamarr--and enduring influence as an inventor.

John James Audubon
Technology was the blessing and the bane of the twentieth century. Human life
span nearly doubled in the West, but in no century were more human beings killed
by new technologies of war. Improvements in agriculture now feed increasing
billions, but pesticides and chemicals threaten to poison the earth. Does
technology improve us or diminish us? Enslave us or make us free? With this firstever collection of the essential twentieth-century writings on technology, Pulitzer
Prize-winning historian Richard Rhodes explores the optimism, ambivalence, and
wrongheaded judgments with which Americans have faced an ever-shifting world.
Visions of Technology collects writings on events from the Great Exposition of 1900
and the invention of the telegraph to the advent of genetic counseling and the
defeat of Garry Kasparov by IBM's chess-playing computer, Deep Blue. Its gems of
opinion and history include Henry Ford on the horseless carriage, Robert Caro on
the transformation of New York City, J. Robert Oppenheimer on science and war,
Loretta Lynn on the Pill and much more. Together, they chronicle an
unprecedented century of change.

Holy Secrets
Hedy Lamarr and a Secret Communication System
The Surprising Story of Hedy Lamarr, "The Most Beautiful Girl in the World" As a
teenage actress in 1920s Austria, performing on the stage and in film in light
comedies and musicals, Hedy Kiesler, with her exotic beauty, was heralded across
Europe by her mentor, Max Reinhardt. However, it was her nude scene, and
surprising dramatic ability, in Ecstasy that made her a star. Ecstasy's notoriety
followed her for the rest of her life. She married one of Austria's most successful
and wealthy munitions barons, giving up her career for what seemed at first a fairytale existence. Instead, as war clouds loomed in the mid-1930s, Hedy discovered
that she was trapped in a loveless marriage to a controlling, ruthless man who
befriended Mussolini, sold armaments to Hitler, yet hid his own Jewish heritage to
become an "honorary Aryan." She fled her husband and escaped to Hollywood,
where M-G-M changed her name to Hedy Lamarr and she became one of film's
most glamorous stars. She worked with such renowned directors as King Vidor,
Victor Fleming, and Cecil B. DeMille, and appeared opposite such respected actors
as Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy, John Garfield, and James Stewart. But as her career
waned, her personal problems and legal wranglings cast lingering shadows over
her former image. It wasn't until decades later that the world was stunned to learn
of her unexpected role as the inventor of a technology that has become an
essential part of everything from military weaponry to cell phones—proof that
Hedy Lamarr was far more than merely Delilah to Victor Mature's Samson. She
demonstrated a creativity and an intelligence she had always possessed. Stephen
Michael Shearer's in-depth and meticulously researched biography, written with
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the cooperation of Hedy's children, intimate friends, and colleagues, separates the
truths from the rumors, the facts from the fables, about Hedy Lamarr, to reveal the
life and character of one of classic Hollywood's most beautiful and remarkable
women.

Making Love
“Hollywood icon by day, unsung science genius by night.”

Hedy Lamarr: An Incredible Life
The untold story of an eccentric Wall Street tycoon and the circle of scientific
geniuses he assembled before World War II to develop the science for radar and
the atomic bomb. Together they changed the course of history. Legendary
financier, philanthropist, and society figure Alfred Lee Loomis gathered the most
visionary scientific minds of the twentieth century—Albert Einstein, Werner
Heisenberg, Niels Bohr, Enrico Fermi, and others—at his state-of-the-art laboratory
in Tuxedo Park, New York, in the late 1930s. He established a top-secret defense
laboratory at MIT and personally bankrolled pioneering research into new, highpowered radar detection systems that helped defeat the German Air Force and Uboats. With Ernest Lawrence, the Nobel Prize–winning physicist, he pushed Franklin
Delano Roosevelt to fund research in nuclear fission, which led to the development
of the atomic bomb. Jennet Conant, the granddaughter of James Bryant Conant,
one of the leading scientific advisers of World War II, enjoyed unprecedented
access to Loomis’ papers, as well as to people intimately involved in his life and
work. She pierces through Loomis’ obsessive secrecy and illuminates his role in
assuring the Allied victory.

Hedy and Her Amazing Invention
This popular book was updated in 2013 just thirteen years after the death of the
glamourous film star Hedy Lamarr. She was a famous Hollywood star and the first
woman to appear naked on film. George Antheil was a piano player and composer.
So just how did these two come to invent the latest technology used by the mobile
phone? Or did they? She was labelled 'the most beautiful girl in the world' and he
'the bad boy of music' yet way back in 1942 they took out a patent covering the
vital radio technique that we now call spread spectrum. This absorbing book traces
the eventful and sometimes scandalous lives of Hedy and George. It tells the
fascinating story of radio and the ongoing battle to make it secure and of similar
quality to wired communication. Spread spectrum emerged from that battle to
become the solution of choice for anything from mobile phones to wireless
computer networks.

Arsenals of Folly
Written by America's most famous engineering storyteller and educator, this
abecedarium is one engineer's selection of thoughts, quotations, anecdotes, facts,
trivia and arcana relating to the practice, history, culture and traditions of his
profession. The entries reflect decades of reading, writing, talking and thinking
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about engineers and engineering, and range from brief essays to lists of great
engineering achievements. This work is organized alphabetically and more like a
dictionary than an encyclopedia. It is not intended to be read from first page to
last, but rather to be dipped into, here and there, as the mood strikes the reader.
In time, it is hoped, this book should become the source to which readers go first
when they encounter a vague or obscure reference to the softer side of
engineering.

Dark Sun
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning and bestselling author of The Making of the Atomic
Bomb, “The most extraordinary book about the Spanish Civil War ever
encountered” (The Washington Post). The Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) inspired
and haunted an extraordinary number of exceptional artists and writers, including
Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, Martha Gellhorn, Ernest Hemingway, George Orwell, and
John Dos Passos. The idealism of the cause—defending democracy from fascism at
a time when Europe was darkening toward another world war—and the brutality of
the conflict inspired some of their best work: Guernica, For Whom the Bell Tolls,
Homage to Catalonia, The Spanish Earth. The war spurred breakthroughs in
military and medical technology as well. New aircraft, new weapons, new tactics
and strategy all emerged during this time. Progress arose from the horror: the
doctors and nurses who volunteered to serve with the Spanish defenders devised
major advances in battlefield surgery and frontline blood transfusion. In those
ways, and in many others, the Spanish Civil War served as a test bed for World War
II, and for the entire twentieth century. From the life of John James Audubon to the
invention of the atomic bomb, readers have long relied on Richard Rhodes to
explain, distill, and dramatize crucial moments in history. Now, he takes us into
battlefields and bomb shelters, into the studios of artists, into the crowded wards
of war hospitals, and into the hearts and minds of a rich cast of characters to show
how the ideological, aesthetic, and technological developments that emerged in
Spain and changed the world forever. “Hell and Good Company is vivid and
emotive…thrilling reading” (The Wall Street Journal).

The Only Woman in the Room
The father of the young actor best known for his performances in "Deadwood"
describes his son's congenital heart defect, the young man's theatrical
achievements, and the family's effort to find life-saving medical answers.

Farm
Here, for the first time, in a brilliant, panoramic portrait by the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb, is the definitive, often shocking
story of the politics and the science behind the development of the hydrogen bomb
and the birth of the Cold War. Based on secret files in the United States and the
former Soviet Union, this monumental work of history discloses how and why the
United States decided to create the bomb that would dominate world politics for
more than forty years.
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Visions Of Technology
Fifty-two inspiring and insightful profiles of history’s brightest female scientists.
“Rachel Swaby’s no-nonsense and needed Headstrong dynamically profiles
historically overlooked female visionaries in science, technology, engineering, and
math.”—Elle In 2013, the New York Times published an obituary for Yvonne Brill. It
began: “She made a mean beef stroganoff, followed her husband from job to job,
and took eight years off from work to raise three children.” It wasn’t until the
second paragraph that readers discovered why the Times had devoted several
hundred words to her life: Brill was a brilliant rocket scientist who invented a
propulsion system to keep communications satellites in orbit, and had recently
been awarded the National Medal of Technology and Innovation. Among the
questions the obituary—and consequent outcry—prompted were, Who are the role
models for today’s female scientists, and where can we find the stories that cast
them in their true light? Headstrong delivers a powerful, global, and engaging
response. Covering Nobel Prize winners and major innovators, as well as lesserknown but hugely significant scientists who influence our every day, Rachel
Swaby’s vibrant profiles span centuries of courageous thinkers and illustrate how
each one’s ideas developed, from their first moment of scientific engagement
through the research and discovery for which they’re best known. This fascinating
tour reveals 52 women at their best—while encouraging and inspiring a new
generation of girls to put on their lab coats.

Nuclear Renewal
The New York Times and USA Today Bestseller! She possessed a stunning beauty.
She also possessed a stunning mind. Could the world handle both? Her beauty
almost certainly saved her from the rising Nazi party and led to marriage with an
Austrian arms dealer. Underestimated in everything else, she overheard the Third
Reich's plans while at her husband's side, understanding more than anyone would
guess. She devised a plan to flee in disguise from their castle, and the whirlwind
escape landed her in Hollywood. She became Hedy Lamarr, screen star. But she
kept a secret more shocking than her heritage or her marriage: she was a scientist.
And she knew a few secrets about the enemy. She had an idea that might help the
country fight the Nazisif anyone would listen to her. A powerful novel based on the
incredible true story of the glamour icon and scientist whose groundbreaking
invention revolutionized modern communication, The Only Woman in the Room is a
masterpiece.

Hell and Good Company
We think the way we do because Socrates thought the way he did. His aphorism
'The unexamined life is not worth living' may have originated twenty-five centuries
ago, but it is a founding principle of modern life. For seventy years Socrates was a
vigorous citizen of Golden Age Athens, philosophising in the squares and public
arenas rather than in the courts of kings, before his beloved city turned on him,
condemning him to death by poison. Socrates lived in and contributed to a city
that nurtured key ingredients of contemporary civilisation - democracy, liberty,
science, drama, rational thought - yet, as he wrote almost nothing down, he
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himself is an enigmatic figure. In The Hemlock Cup, acclaimed historian Bettany
Hughes gives Socrates the biography he deserves, painstakingly piecing together
Socrates' life and using fresh evidence to get closer to the man who asked 'how
should we live?' - a question as relevant now as it has ever been.

The Most Beautiful Woman in the World
A biography of artist John James Audubon offers a study of his private life, detailing
his arrival in America from France in 1803, his life in frontier Kentucky, and his
extraordinary images of native American wildlife.

Ecstasy and Me My Life As a Woman
Antheil's 'mechanistic' works made him the rage of the 1920s Parisian artistic
community and 'bad boy' of the music scene.

Beautiful Invention
Presents the life and career of the Hollywood actress, whose beauty and acting
ability led to starring roles in over thirty films and who was also the co-inventor of
a frequency-hopping technology still used today in cell phones.

And So It Goes
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction
Book for 2011 The first authoritative biography of Kurt Vonnegut Jr., a writer who
changed the conversation of American literature. In 2006, Charles Shields reached
out to Kurt Vonnegut in a letter, asking for his endorsement for a planned
biography. The first response was no ("A most respectful demurring by me for the
excellent writer Charles J. Shields, who offered to be my biographer"). Unwilling to
take no for an answer, propelled by a passion for his subject, and already deep into
his research, Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight, the answer came
back: "O.K." For the next year—a year that ended up being Vonnegut's
last—Shields had access to Vonnegut and his letters. And So It Goes is the
culmination of five years of research and writing—the first-ever biography of the
life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut resonates with readers of all generations from the
baby boomers who grew up with him to high-school and college students who are
discovering his work for the first time. Vonnegut's concise collection of personal
essays, Man Without a Country, published in 2006, spent fifteen weeks on the New
York Times bestseller list and has sold more than 300,000 copies to date. The
twenty-first century has seen interest in and scholarship about Vonnegut's works
grow even stronger, and this is the first book to examine in full the life of one of
the most influential iconoclasts of his time.

Tuxedo Park
The first biography of "The New Yorker's" powerful and controversial film critic
looks at her life, work, and influence as a career maker and a career breaker.
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Thermonuclear Monarchy
In 1940, the German sons and daughters of great Nazi dignitaries Himmler, Göring,
Hess, Frank, Bormann, Speer, and Mengele were children of privilege at four, five,
or ten years old, surrounded by affectionate, all-powerful parents. Although
innocent and unaware of what was happening at the time, they eventually
discovered the extent of their father’s occupations: These men—their fathers who
were capable of loving their children and receiving love in return—were leaders of
the Third Reich, and would later be convicted as monstrous war criminals. For
these children, the German defeat was an earth-shattering source of family
rupture, the end of opulence, and the jarring discovery of Hitler’s atrocities. How
did the offspring of these leaders deal with the aftermath of the war and the
skeletons that would haunt them forever? Some chose to disown their past. Others
did not. Some condemned their fathers; others worshipped them unconditionally to
the end. In this enlightening book, Tania Crasnianski examines the responsibility of
eight descendants of Nazi notables, caught somewhere between stigmatization,
worship, and amnesia. By tracing the unique experiences of these children, she
probes at the relationship between them and their fathers and examines the idea
of how responsibility for the fault is continually borne by the descendants.

Hedy's Folly
The author offers a secret history of post-Cold War nuclear weapons, assesses the
emerging threat of nuclear terrorism and the U.S.'s complicated relationships with
rogue nations and explains what would make a post-nuclear world possible. By the
Pulitzer Prize- and National Book Award-winning author of The Making of the
Atomic Bomb.

Masters of Death
This unforgettable memoir, by one of our most gifted writers, introduces us to the
young Toby Wolff, by turns tough and vulnerable, crafty and bumbling, and
ultimately winning. Separated by divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his
mother are constantly on the move, yet they develop an extraordinarily close,
almost telepathic relationship. As Toby fights for identity and self-respect against
the unrelenting hostility of a new stepfather, his experiences are at once poignant
and comical, and Wolff does a masterful job of re-creating the frustrations and
cruelties of adolescence. His various schemes - running away to Alaska, forging
checks, and stealing cars - lead eventually to an act of outrageous self-invention
that releases him into a new world of possibility.

The Hemlock Cup
A brilliant and illuminating exploration of one man's sexual odyssey, written by the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb and A Hole in the
World. Making Love marks the first time a major author has written with such
unapologetic candor of his most intimate experiences, fantasies, and thoughts.
From his sexual coming of age to his work with ESO (Extended Sexual Orgasm),
Richard Rhodes has created both an insightful memoir and a provocative treatise
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on sex, taboo, love, and power.

Children of Nazis
A raw and powerful memoir of Jaycee Lee Dugard's own story of being kidnapped
as an 11-year-old and held captive for over 18 years On 10 June 1991, eleven-yearold Jaycee Dugard was abducted from a school bus stop within sight of her home in
Tahoe, California. It was the last her family and friends saw of her for over eighteen
years. On 26 August 2009, Dugard, her daughters, and Phillip Craig Garrido
appeared in the office of her kidnapper's parole officer in California. Their unusual
behaviour sparked an investigation that led to the positive identification of Jaycee
Lee Dugard, living in a tent behind Garrido's home. During her time in captivity, at
the age of fourteen and seventeen, she gave birth to two daughters, both fathered
by Garrido. Dugard's memoir is written by the 30-year-old herself and covers the
period from the time of her abduction in 1991 up until the present. In her stark,
utterly honest and unflinching narrative, Jaycee opens up about what she
experienced, including how she feels now, a year after being found. Garrido and
his wife Nancy have since pleaded guilty to their crimes.

Sons of Earth
Discusses the feasibility of nuclear power in America, arguing that it is the safest,
cleanest, and most economical energy source available

A Stolen Life
Pulitzer Prize winning author, Richard Rhodes’s year-long journey into the heart of
American agriculture reveals a life trapped between two eras: the modern and the
traditional, the future and the past. Richly textured and deeply moving, Farm
chronicles a year in the life of Tom and Sally Bauer of Crevecoeur County, Missouri,
who cultivate nearly two square miles of the surface of the earth. They struggle to
build up their farm, harvesting corn, birthing calves, planting wheat, coping with
the vagaries of nature and government regulations. Required of them are ancient
skills (an attunement to the weather, animals, crops, and land) as well as a
mastery of modern technology, from high-tech machinery to genetics and
sophisticated chemicals. Written with honesty and insight, Farm is a revelatory
exploration of farm life in the 20th century and the joys and challenges of the
modern rural landscape.

Spread Spectrum
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes delivers a remarkable story of science
history: how a ravishing film star and an avant-garde composer invented spreadspectrum radio, the technology that made wireless phones, GPS systems, and
many other devices possible. Beginning at a Hollywood dinner table, Hedy's Folly
tells a wild story of innovation that culminates in U.S. patent number 2,292,387 for
a "secret communication system." Along the way Rhodes weaves together
Hollywood’s golden era, the history of Vienna, 1920s Paris, weapons design, music,
a tutorial on patent law and a brief treatise on transmission technology. Narrated
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with the rigor and charisma we've come to expect of Rhodes, it is a remarkable
narrative adventure about spread-spectrum radio's genesis and unlikely amateur
inventors collaborating to change the world.

Hedy's Folly
Why do some men, women and even children assault, batter, rape, mutilate and
murder? In his stunning new book, the Pulitzer Prize-winner Richard Rhodes
provides a startling and persuasive answer. Why They Killexplores the discoveries
of a maverick American criminologist, Dr. Lonnie Athens -- himself the child of a
violent family -- which challenge conventional theories about violent behavior. By
interviewing violent criminals in prison, Dr. Athens has identified a pattern of social
development common to all seriously violent people -- a four-stage process he calls
"violentization": -- First, brutalization: A young person is forced by violence or the
threat of violence to submit to an aggressive authority figure; he witnesses the
violent subjugation of intimates, and the authority figure coaches him to use
violence to settle disputes. -- Second, belligerency: The dispirited subject,
determined to prevent his further violent subjugation, heeds his coach and
resolves to resort to violence. -- Third, violent performances: His violent response
to provocation succeeds, and he reads respect and fear in the eyes of others. -Fourth, virulency: Exultant, he determines from now on to utilize serious violence
as a means of dealing with people -- and he bonds with others who believe as he
does. Since all four stages must be fully experienced in sequence and completed to
produce a violent individual, we see how intervening to interrupt the process can
prevent a tragic outcome. Rhodes supports Athens's theory with historical
evidence and shows how it explains such violent careers as those of Perry Smith
(the killer central to Truman Capote's narrative In Cold Blood), Mike Tyson, "preppy
rapist" Alex Kelly, and Lee Harvey Oswald. Why They Kill challenges with
devastating evidence the theory that violent behavior is impulsive, unconsciously
motivated and predetermined. It offers compelling insights into the terrible,
ongoing dilemma of criminal violence that plagues families, neighborhoods, cities
and schools.

Hedy's Folly
This is the autobiography of Hedy Lamarr, who is famous for two things: First: Her
movie career, as she was regarded as the most beautiful woman in Hollywood. She
was also the first woman ever to appear nude in a movie. Second: She is famous as
an inventor, a scientist and a researcher, especially during the Second World War,
as she developed and patented a method to defend against torpedoes and
missiles. She also developed an anti-aircraft system where the anti-aircraft fire
would not hit the aircraft but would explode nearby. Nowadays, in the aftermath of
the shooting down of Malaysian Airline 17 over Eastern Ukraine, killing 298
passengers, a new look is being taken at the process developed by Hedy Lamarr.
The missile that shot down the Malaysian Airplane used a system similar to the one
developed by Hedy Lamarr, and the defense against torpedoes she developed
might have applications to prevent future commercial aircraft from being knocked
down.
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Why They Kill
Beautiful: The Life of Hedy Lamarr
Ellis Amburn's magnificent biography of the Academy Award®-winning actress and
legendary beauty captures the unparalleled Elizabeth in all her tragedy and
splendor—her tumultuous loves, her doomed affections, her shocking excesses,
her courage, and her inimitable style. Filled with stunning revelations about the
men in her life—Burton, Clift, Hilton, Dean, Fisher—it is a glorious celebration of the
turbulent life of a brilliant star that none in Hollywood or heaven could ever
outshine.

Headstrong
The Pulizer Prize-winning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb narrates the
story of the postwar superpower arms race that culminated in the ReaganGorbachev era when the U.S. and Soviet Union came all too close to nuclear war,
chronicling the nuclear policies on both sides following World War II and their
implications for global peace and security. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.

Bad Boy of Music
From one of our leading social thinkers, a compelling case for the elimination of
nuclear weapons.

This Boy's Life
In Masters of Death, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Rhodes gives full weight, for the
first time, to the Einsatzgruppen’s role in the Holocaust. These “special task
forces,” organized by Heinrich Himmler to follow the German army as it advanced
into eastern Poland and Russia, were the agents of the first phase of the Final
Solution. They murdered more than 1.5 million men, women, and children between
1941 and 1943, often by shooting them into killing pits, as at Babi Yar. These
massive crimes have been generally overlooked or underestimated by Holocaust
historians, who have focused on the gas chambers. In this painstaking account,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes profiles the eastern campaign’s
architects as well as its “ordinary” soldiers and policemen, and helps us
understand how such men were conditioned to carry out mass murder. Marshaling
a vast array of documents and the testimony of perpetrators and survivors, this
book is an essential contribution to our understanding of the Holocaust and World
War II.

Pauline Kael
In graphic novel format, describes how a glamorous American movie star invented
a communication system which would later become the basis for wireless
technology.
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Hedy Lamarr
The award-winning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb describes the lesserknown technological talents of actress Hedy Lamarr and the collaborative work
with avant-garde composer George Antheil that eventually led to the development
of spread-spectrum radio, cell phones and GPS systems. (This book was previously
listed in Forecast.

The Information
Describes the lesser-known technological talents of actress Hedy Lamarr and the
collaborative work with avant-garde composer George Antheil that eventually led
to the development of spread-spectrum radio, cell phones, and GPS systems.
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