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This book provides a new, linguistic approach to Argumentation Theory. Its main
goal is to integrate the logical, dialectical and rhetorical dimensions of
argumentation in a model providing a unitary treatment of its justificatory and
persuasive powers. This model takes as its basis Speech Acts Theory in order to
characterize argumentation as a second-order speech act complex. The result is a
systematic and comprehensive theory of the interpretation, analysis and
evaluation of arguments. This theory sheds light on the many faces of
argumentative communication: verbal and non-verbal, monological and dialogical,
literal and non-literal, ordinary and specialized. The book takes into consideration
the major current comprehensive accounts of good argumentation (Perelman’s
New Rhetoric, Pragma-dialectics, the ARG model, the Epistemic Approach) and
shows that these accounts have fundamental weaknesses rooted in their
instrumentalist conception of argumentation as an activity oriented to a goal
external to itself. Furthermore, the author addresses some challenging meta-
theoretical questions such as the justification problem for Argumentation Theory
models and the relationship between reasoning and arguing.

Pragmatic Logic

This Handbook documents the main trends in current research between logic and
language, including its broader influence in computer science, linguistic theory and
cognitive science. The history of the combined study of Logic and Linguistics goes
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back a long way, at least to the work of the scholastic philosophers in the Middle
Ages. At the beginning of this century, the subject was revitalized through the
pioneering efforts of Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, and Polish philosophical
logicians such as Kazimierz Ajdukiewicz. Around 1970, the landmark achievements
of Richard Montague established a junction between state-of-the-art mathematical
logic and generative linguistic theory. Over the subsequent decades, this
enterprise of Montague Grammar has flourished and diversified into a number of
research programs with empirical and theoretical substance. This appears to be
the first Handbook to bring logic-language interface to the fore. Both aspects of the
interaction between logic and language are demonstrated in the book i.e. firstly,
how logical systems are designed and modified in response to linguistic needs and
secondly, how mathematical theory arises in this process and how it affects
subsequent linguistic theory. The Handbook presents concise, impartial accounts of
the topics covered. Where possible, an author and a commentator have
cooperated to ensure the proper breadth and technical content of the papers. The
Handbook is self-contained, and individual articles are of the highest quality.

Logical Self-defense

Reflections on Theoretical Issues in Argumentation Theory
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Fundamentals of Critical Argumentation presents the basic tools for the
identification, analysis, and evaluation of common arguments for beginners. The
book teaches by using examples of arguments in dialogues, both in the text itself
and in the exercises. Examples of controversial legal, political, and ethical
arguments are analyzed. Illustrating the most common kinds of arguments, the
book also explains how to analyze and evaluate each kind by critical questioning.
Douglas Walton shows how arguments can be reasonable under the right dialogue
conditions by using critical questions to evaluate them.

Argumentation Schemes

Handbook of Logic and Language

This book uses different perspectives on argumentation to show how we create
arguments, test them, attack and defend them, and deploy them effectively to
justify beliefs and influence others. David Zarefsky uses a range of contemporary
examples to show how arguments work and how they can be put together,
beginning with simple individual arguments, and proceeding to the construction
and analysis of complex cases incorporating different structures. Special attention
is given to evaluating evidence and reasoning, the building blocks of
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argumentation. Zarefsky provides clear guidelines and tests for different kinds of
arguments, as well as exercises that show student readers how to apply theories to
arguments in everyday and public life. His comprehensive and integrated approach
toward argumentation theory and practice will help readers to become more adept
at critically examining everyday arguments as well as constructing arguments that
will convince others.

Intermediate Logic

Second edition of the introductory guidebook to the basic principles of constructing
sound arguments and criticising bad ones. Non-technical in approach, it is based
on 186 examples, which Douglas Walton, a leading authority in the field of informal
logic, discusses and evaluates in clear, illustrative detail. Walton explains how
errors, fallacies, and other key failures of argument occur. He shows how correct
uses of argument are based on sound strategies for reasoned persuasion and
critical responses. This edition takes into account many developments in the field
of argumentation study that have occurred since 1989, many created by the
author. Drawing on these developments, Walton includes and analyzes 36 new
topical examples and also brings in work on argumentation schemes. Ideally suited
for use in courses in informal logic and introduction to philosophy, this book will
also be valuable to students of pragmatics, rhetoric, and speech communication.
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Fundamentals of Critical Argumentation

This Instructor's manual accompanies the text Critical Thinking for College
Students. The purpose of critical thinking, according to this text, is rethinking: that
is, reviewing, evaluating and revising thought.

On Reasoning and Argument

This book explains how burden of proof and presumption work as powerful devices
in argumentation, based on studying many clearly explained legal and non-legal
examples. It shows how the latest argumentation-based methods of artificial
intelligence can be applied to these examples to help us understand how burdens
of proof and presumptions work as devices of legal reasoning. It also shows the
reader how to deal with presumptions and burdens of proof in everyday life, as
they shift from one side to the other, sometimes confusingly, during a sequence of
argumentation.

The New Dialectic

Appeals to emotion--pity, fear, popular sentiment, and ad hominem attacks--are
commonly used in argumentation. Instead of dismissing these appeals as fallacious
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wherever they occur, as many do, Walton urges that each use be judged on its
merits. He distinguished three main categories of evaluation. First, is it reasonable,
even if not conclusive, as an argument? Second, is it weak and therefore open to
critical questioning for argument? And third, is it fallacious? The third category is a
strong charge that incurs a critical burden to back it up by citing evidence from the
given text and context of dialogue. Walton uses fifty-six case studies to
demonstrate that the problem of emotional fallacies is much subtler than has been
previously believed. Ranging over commercial advertisements, political debates,
union-management negotiations, and ethical disputes, the case studies reveal that
these four types of appeals, while based on presumptive reasoning that are
tentative and subject to default, are not always or necessarily fallacious types of
argumentation.

Fallacies

The Second Edition of this text continues to provide a comprehensive introduction
to Logic, a subject that is increasingly becoming popular among students. What
distinguishes the text is its graded step-by-step approach to the subject, with
informal logic forming the basis and Symbolic logic and Inductive logic forming the
more advanced steps. The book also uses a hands-on approach to teaching of logic
to induce self-learning, as shown in sections such as on how to create a truth table
or a truth tree, on providing strategic tips for formal derivations, and on how to
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approach symbolization in predicate logic. The Appendices, including those on
Indian logic and the nature of inference in Indian logic, are designed to create
greater awareness about the extent and depth of the field among students.
WHAT’S NEW TO THIS EDITION  A new Appendix on Basic Set Theory. It covers all
the fundamental concepts, principles and operations in Basic Set Theory.  Some
sections in Chapter 3 on Fallacies have been modified.  Corrections/Modifications
done wherever required. KEY FEATURES  In-depth and extensive coverage of
Predicate logic.  Covers both Informal and Formal logic.  Each section has many
worked-out examples and exercises.  Worked-out examples given in a step-by-
step manner for easy compre-hension.  Keywords at the end of each chapter.
Intended primarily as a text for students of Philosophy, the book would also be
useful to students of Mathematics, Computer Science and Engineering where Logic
is offered as part of their course. Read More

Methods of Argumentation

Arguments from popular opinion have long been regarded with suspicion, and in
most logic textbooks the ad populum argument is classified as a fallacy. Douglas
Walton now asks whether this negative evaluation is always justified, particularly in
a democratic system where decisions are based on majority opinion. In this
insightful book, Walton maintains that there is a genuine type of argumentation
based on commonly accepted opinions and presumptions that should represent a
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standard of rational decision-making on important issues, especially those of a
personal and political nature. He shows how to judge arguments based on appeals
to popular opinion in a more balanced way, identifying eleven subtypes of the ad
populum argument and providing a pragmatic method to evaluate each of these
types. Walton has examined dozens of logic texts and drawn on a wide range of
literature to reveal the many uses and misuses of popular opinion. He contrasts the
traditional discussion of ad populum in Greek rhetoric with recent textbook
treatment, then contrasts these contemporary views with his own dialectical
perspective in order to clarify often confused appeals to prejudice and appeals to
common knowledge. Although appeal to popular opinion has long been a powerful
argumentative tactic, this is the first book to systematically describe and evaluate
it as a well-defined type of argument with its own special characteristics. It enables
us to deal with these often deceptive arguments in a critically balanced way and
makes an original contribution to an important strand of rhetoric.

Informal Logic

Intermediate Logic fills a serious gap in the range of university logic texts by
offering a clear, reliable, general guide for students taking a second course in logic
after completing a basic introduction. It will serve as an ideal follow-up to any of
the standard introductory texts, and will give excellent preparation for advanced
work in logical theory or applications of logic in philosophy, mathematics, or
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computing theory. - ;Intermediate Logic is an ideal text for anyone who has taken a
first course in logic and is progressing to further study. It examines logical theory,
rather than the applications of logic, and does not assume any specific
technological grounding. The author introduces and explains each concept and
term, ensuring that readers have a firm foundation for study. He provides a broad,
deep understanding of logic by adopting and comparing a variety of different
methods and approaches. In the first section, Bostock covers such fundamental
notions as truth, validity, entailment, quantification, and decision procedures. Part
two lays out a definitive introduction to four key logical tools or procedures:
semantic tableaux, axiomatic proofs, natural deduction, and sequent calculi. The
final section opens up new areas of existence and identity, concluding by moving
from orthodox logic to examination of `free logic'. Intermediate Logic provides an
ideal secondary course in logic for university students, and a bridge to advanced
study of such subjects as model theory, proof theory, and other specialized areas
of mathematical logic. -

Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods

"The Workbook contains the entire text of the fourth edition of the Rulebook, while
supplementing this core text with extensive further explanations and exercises."
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Abductive Reasoning

A leading expert in informal logic, Douglas Walton turns his attention in this new
book to how reasoning operates in trials and other legal contexts, with special
emphasis on the law of evidence. The new model he develops, drawing on
methods of argumentation theory that are gaining wide acceptance in computing
fields like artificial intelligence, can be used to identify, analyze, and evaluate
specific types of legal argument. In contrast with approaches that rely on
deductive and inductive logic and rule out many common types of argument as
fallacious, Walton&’s aim is to provide a more expansive view of what can be
considered &"reasonable&" in legal argument when it is construed as a dynamic,
rule-governed, and goal-directed conversation. This dialogical model gives new
meaning to the key notions of relevance and probative weight, with the latter
analyzed in terms of pragmatic criteria for what constitutes plausible evidence
rather than truth.

Scare Tactics

This volume presents a selection of papers reflecting key theoretical issues in
argumentation theory. Its six sections are devoted to specific themes, including the
analysis and evaluation of argumentation, argument schemes and the contextual
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embedding of argumentation. The section on general perspectives on
argumentation discusses the trends of empiricalization, contextualization and
formalization, offers descriptions of the analytical and evaluative tools of informal
logic, and highlights selected principles that argumentation theorists do and do not
agree upon. In turn, the section on linguistic approaches to argumentation focuses
on the problem of distinguishing between explanation and argument, while also
elaborating on the role of verbal indicators of argument schemes. All essays
included in this volume point out notable recent developments in the study of
argumentation.

Critical Thinking for College Students

Informal Logic

Since 1970, when Charles Hamblin issued a challenge for philosophers, logicians,
and educators in general to begin work anew in fallacies, a serious literature on
fallacies has indeed developed. Part of this literature deals with the theory of what
fallacies are; another part of it contains rigorous analyses of particular fallacies.
However, most is still not readily accessible to the researcher, teacher, or student
of the field. As a result, the best work on fallacies is not finding its way into the
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classroom, nor is it informing the educational and intellectual experiences
available to most college and university students. A major purpose of this book is
to make the post-Hamblin work on fallacies available to a wider audience in a
single, convenient volume. The editors have brought together for the first time the
most important historical writings on fallacy theory, from Aristotle to John Stuart
Mill, and the most recent and most important theoretical and pedagogical
developments in the field since Hamblin's landmark 1970 book. All but a few of the
essays included are new contributions for this anthology, and an extensive
annotated bibliography is included for researchers and students of fallacies and
fallacy theory.

A Pragmatic Theory of Fallacy

This is an introductory guide to the basic principles of constructing good
arguments and criticizing bad ones. It is nontechnical in its approach, and is based
on 150 key examples, each discussed and evaluated in clear, illustrative detail.
The author explains how errors, fallacies, and other key failures of argument occur.
He shows how correct uses of argument are based on sound argument strategies
for reasoned persuasion and critical questions for responding. Among the many
subjects covered are: techniques of posing, replying to, and criticizing questions,
forms of valid argument, relevance, appeals to emotion, personal attack, uses and
abuses of expert opinion, problems in deploying statistics, loaded terms,
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equivocation, and arguments from analogy.

Handbook of Argumentation Theory

In this book two of the leading figures in argumentation theory present a view of
argumentation as a means of resolving differences of opinion by testing the
acceptability of the disputed positions. Their model of a 'critical discussion' serves
as a theoretical tool for analyzing, evaluating and producing argumentative
discourse. This is a major contribution to the study of argumentation and will be of
particular value to professionals and graduate students in speech communication,
informal logic, rhetoric, critical thinking, linguistics, and philosophy.

LOGIC

The first truly multidisciplinary text of its kind, this book offers an original analysis
of the current state of linguistic pragmatics. Cummings argues that no study of
pragmatics can reasonably neglect the historical and contemporary influences on
this discipline of neighboring fields of inquiry, particularly philosophy, psychology,
artificial intelligence, and language pathology. By the same token, these fields can
begin to address their own questions more productively by examining the insights
of pragmatics. The book's range of topics and depth of analysis will be of interest
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to advanced undergraduate and more specialized readers in linguistics,
communication studies, speech and language therapy, and cognitive science.
Topics discussed include: *coverage of pragmatic concepts and theories;
*criticisms of Sperber and Wilson's relevance theory, Habermas's theory of
communicative competence, and Kasher's views on the modularity of pragmatics;
*pragmatic deficits in a range of child and adult language disorders; and *a
pragmatic analysis of argumentation in topical issues such as AIDS and BSE
theories of meaning, inferences, pragmatics and AI.

Cengage Advantage Books: Understanding Arguments, Concise
Edition

Focusing on research designs for projects that collect both qualitative and
quantitative data, David L. Morgan’s Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative
Methods: A Pragmatic Approach discusses strategies for bringing qualitative and
quantitative methods together so that their combined strengths accomplish more
than is possible with a single method. The approach is broadly interdisciplinary,
reflecting the interest in mixed methods research across the social sciences. In
contrast to an “anything goes” approach or a naïve hope that “two methods are
better than one,” the author argues that projects using mixed methods must pay
even more attention to research design than single method approaches. The
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book’s practical emphasis on mixed methods makes it useful both to active
researchers and to students who intend to pursue such a career. Chapter 1 is
available for review on the publisher's website, and provides a comprehensive
introduction that is appropriate for assessing the overall content of this informative
book.

Arguments from Ignorance

This book analyzes the uses of emotive language and redefinitions from pragmatic,
dialectical, epistemic, and rhetorical perspectives, investigating the relationship
between emotions, persuasion, and meaning, and focusing on the implicit
dimension of the use of a word and its dialectical effects. It offers a method for
evaluating the persuasive and manipulative uses of emotive language in ordinary
and political discourse. Through the analysis of political speeches (including
President Obama's Nobel Peace Prize address) and legal arguments, the book
offers a systematic study of emotive language in argumentation, rhetoric,
communication, political science, and public speaking.

Media Argumentation

Chapters 1-12 of this volume contain the papers on infonnal logic and
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argumentation that I've published and/or read at conferences over the last 17
years. These papers are reproduced here pretty much unchanged from their first
appearance; it is my intention that their appearance here constitute a record of my
positions and arguments at the time of their original publication or delivery. I've
made minor changes in fonnat, in the style of references, etc., for the sake of
consistency; I've also corrected typographical errors and the like. The only
extensive changes in wording occur in the last few pages of Chapter 7, and were
made only to enable the reader to see more clearly what I was getting at in my
first attempt to write about the notion of coherence. Chapter 13 was written
expressly for this volume. It looks retrospectively at the contents of the first 12
chapters and attempts to highlight the unifying themes that run through them. It
also revisits the ideas about dialectic that occupied my first in light of later
developments in my thinking but also re paper, reworking them emphasizing
themes about which I've tended to remain silent in the last few years.

Burden of Proof, Presumption and Argumentation

Scare Tactics, the first book on the subject, provides a theory of the structure of
reasoning used in fear and threat appeal argumentation. Such arguments come
under the heading of the argumentum ad baculum, the `argument to the
stick/club', traditionally treated as a fallacy in the logic textbooks. The new
dialectical theory is based on case studies of many interesting examples of the use
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of these arguments in advertising, public relations, politics, international
negotiations, and everyday argumentation on all kinds of subjects. Many of these
arguments are amusing, once you see the clever tactic used; others are scary.
Some of the arguments appear to be quite reasonable, while others are highly
suspicious, or even outrageously fraudulent. In addition to the examples taken
from logic textbooks, other cases treated come from a variety of sources, including
political debates, legal arguments, and arguments from media sources, like
magazine articles and television ads. The purpose of this book is to explain how
such arguments work as devices of persuasion, and to develop a method for
analyzing and evaluating their reasonable and fallacious uses in particular cases.
The book shows how such arguments share a common structure, revealing several
distinctive forms of argument nested within each other. Based on its account of
this cognitive structure, the new dialectical theory presents methods for
identifying, analyzing, and evaluating these arguments, as they are used in
specific cases. The book is a scholarly contribution to argumentation theory. It is
written in an accessible style, and uses many colorful and provocative examples of
fear and threat appeal arguments that are suitable for classroom discussions. The
matters treated will be of interest to professionals and students in law, critical
thinking, advertising, speech communication, informal logic, cognitive science,
rhetoric, and media studies.

Giving Reasons
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Classic work once again available. Offers step-by-step guidelines for identifying
and analyzing arguments. It outlines a theory of good argument to use for
purposes of evaluating and constructing arguments. It contains guidelines for
constructing arguments and for preparing and writing essays or briefs. Special
methods for interpreting and assessing longer arguments are provided. It gives
guidelines to help filter out the more reliable information from newspapers and
television news. Offers an array of devices to deal with the tricks and deceits of so
much of today's advertising. Helps students improve their ability to recognize,
interpret, and evaluate arguments and to formulate clear, well-organized
arguments themselves. Secondary and college students, debate coaches,
classroom instructors, community active people.

Understanding Arguments

Pragmatics

This book works through some of the theoretical issues that have been
accumulating in informal logic over the past 20 years. At the same time, it defines
a core position in the theory of argument in which those issues can be further
explored. The underlying concern that motivates this work is the health of practice
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of argumentation as an important cultural artifact. A further concern is for logic as
a discipline. Argumentative and dialectical in nature, this book presupposes some
awareness of the theory of argument in recent history, and some familiarity with
the positions that have been advanced. It will be of interest to academics,
researchers, and advanced undergraduate and graduate students in the disciplines
of logic, rhetoric, linguistics, speech communication, English composition, and
psychology.

Manifest Rationality

What distinguishes the study of rhetoric from other pursuits in the liberal arts?
From what realms of human existence and expression, of human history, does
such study draw its defining character? What, in the end, should be the purposes
of rhetorical inquiry? And amid so many competing accounts of discourse, power,
and judgment in the contemporary world, how might scholars achieve these
purposes through the attitudes and strategies that animate their work? Rethinking
Rhetorical Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy: The Living Art of Michael C. Leff offers
answers to these questions by introducing the central insights of one of the most
innovative and prolific rhetoricians of the twentieth century, Michael C. Leff. This
volume charts Leff ’s decades-long development as a scholar, revealing both the
variety of topics and the approach that marked his oeuvre, as well as his long-
standing critique of the disciplinary assumptions of classical, Hellenistic,
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renaissance, modern, and postmodern rhetoric. Rethinking Rhetorical Theory,
Criticism, and Pedagogy includes a synoptic introduction to the evolution of Leff ’s
thought from his time as a graduate student in the late 1960s to his death in 2010,
as well as specific commentary on twenty-four of his most illuminating essays and
lectures.

The Practice of Argumentation

Media argumentation is a powerful force in our lives. From political speeches to
television commercials to war propaganda, it can effectively mobilize political
action, influence the public, and market products. This book presents a new and
systematic way of thinking about the influence of mass media in our lives, showing
the intersection of media sources with argumentation theory, informal logic,
computational theory, and theories of persuasion. Using a variety of case studies
that represent arguments that typically occur in the mass media, Douglas Walton
demonstrates how tools recently developed in argumentation theory can be
usefully applied to the identification, analysis, and evaluation of media arguments.

Rethinking Rhetorical Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy

The basic question of this monograph is: how should we go about judging
Page 21/28



Read Online Informal Logic A Pragmatic Approach Douglas N Walton

arguments to be reasonable or unreasonable? Our concern will be with argument
in a broad sense, with realistic arguments in natural language. The basic object will
be to engage in a normative study of determining what factors, standards, or
procedures should be adopted or appealed to in evaluating an argument as
�good,� �not-so-good,� �open to criticism,� �fallacious,� and so forth. Hence our
primary concern will be with the problems of how to criticize an argument, and
when a criticism is reasonably justified.

Informal Logic

This leading text for symbolic or formal logic courses presents all techniques and
concepts with clear, comprehensive explanations, and includes a wealth of
carefully constructed examples. Its flexible organization (with all chapters
complete and self-contained) allows instructors the freedom to cover the topics
they want in the order they choose.

A Systematic Theory of Argumentation

This book provides a systematic analysis of many common argumentation
schemes and a compendium of 96 schemes. The study of these schemes, or forms
of argument that capture stereotypical patterns of human reasoning, is at the core
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of argumentation research. Surveying all aspects of argumentation schemes from
the ground up, the book takes the reader from the elementary exposition in the
first chapter to the latest state of the art in the research efforts to formalize and
classify the schemes, outlined in the last chapter. It provides a systematic and
comprehensive account, with notation suitable for computational applications that
increasingly make use of argumentation schemes.

A Workbook for Arguments

A study of the role of abductive inference in everyday argumentation and legal
evidence.

Appeal to Popular Opinion

Such a contextual framework is shown to be crucial in determining whether an
argument has been used correctly.

The Place of Emotion in Argument

This book, written by a leading expert, and based on the latest research, shows
how to apply methods of argumentation to a range of examples.
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Emotive Language in Argumentation

CENGAGE ADVANTAGE BOOKS: UNDERSTANDING ARGUMENTS, CONCISE EDITION,
1E uses everyday life experiences to teach the basics of informal logic. By taking
out the non-essential instruction, this edition hones in on the argument
construction involved in day-to-day life, and how to do it better. Plus, to round out
the discussion, CENGAGE ADVANTAGE BOOKS: UNDERSTANDING ARGUMENTS,
CONCISE EDITION, 1E includes a three-chapter overview of formal logic as well.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.

The Logic Book

This book brings together in one place David Hitchcock’s most significant published
articles on reasoning and argument. In seven new chapters he updates his thinking
in the light of subsequent scholarship. Collectively, the papers articulate a
distinctive position in the philosophy of argumentation. Among other things, the
author:• develops an account of “material consequence” that permits evaluation of
inferences without problematic postulation of unstated premises.• updates his
recursive definition of argument that accommodates chaining and embedding of
arguments and allows any type of illocutionary act to be a conclusion. • advances
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a general theory of relevance.• provides comprehensive frameworks for evaluating
inferences in reasoning by analogy, means-end reasoning, and appeals to
considerations or criteria.• argues that none of the forms of arguing ad hominem is
a fallacy.• describes proven methods of teaching critical thinking effectively.

Legal Argumentation and Evidence

When asked in 1962 on what he was working Kazimierz Ajdukiewicz replied:
Several years ago Polish Scientific Publishers suggested that I pre pare a new
edition of The Logical Foundations of Teaching, which I wrote 1 before 1939 as a
contribution to The Encyclopaedia of Education. It was a small booklet covering
elementary information about logical semantics and scientific methodology,
information which in my opinion was necessary as a foundation of teaching and as
an element of the education of any teacher. When I recently set to preparing the
new edition, I rewrote practically everything, and a booklet of some 100 pages
swelled into a bulky volume almost five times bigger. The issues have remained
practically the same, but they are now analysed much more thoroughly and the
threshold of difficulty is much higher now. The main stress has been laid on the
methods used in the empirical sciences, and within that field, on the theory of
measurement and the methods of statistical inference. I am now working on the
last chapter of the book, concerned with explanation procedures and theory
construction in the empirical sciences. When that book, which I intend to entitle
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Pragmatic Logic, is com pleted I intend to prepare for the press Vol. 2 of my minor
writings, 2 Language and Cognition, which will cover some of my post-war pa pers.

Argument, Inference and Dialectic

Because developments in informal logic have been based, for the most part, on
idealized and abstract models, the tools available for argument analysis are not
easily adapted to the needs of everyday argumentation. In this book Douglas
Walton proposes a new and practical approach to argument analysis based on his
theory that different standards for argument must apply in the case of different
types of dialogue. By refining and extending the existing formal classifications of
dialogue, Walton shows that each dialogue type, be it inquiry, negotiation, or
critical discussion, has its own set of goals. He goes on to demonstrate that an
argument can best be evaluated in terms of its contribution, positive or negative,
to the goals of the particular dialogue it is meant to further. In this way he
illustrates how argument can be brought into the service of many types of
dialogue, and thus has valuable uses that go well beyond the mere settling of
disputes and differences. By reaching back to the Aristotelian roots of logic as an
applied, practical discipline and by formulating a new framework of rationality for
evaluating arguments, Douglas Walton restores a much-needed balance to
argument analysis. This book complements and extends his Argument Structure: A
Pragmatic Theory (University of Toronto Press, 1996).
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