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Young Adam
Winner of the James Tait Black Fiction Prize For 16-year-old Simon Crimmons there
is not a lot to do. Going nowhere, fed up with school, he leaves to work as a driver
on the trains. That summer he is introduced to a world of grown-up glamour,
strikes and girlfriends. When Simon falls for the ethereal, aristocratic Varie, he
finds freedom and adventure but will it be at a price? Too âe~poshâe(tm) for the
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railways, too âe~working classâe(tm) for Varie, Simon must navigate what it
means to be a man as his world is turned upside down.

Kitchenly 434
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST * NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS BY THE
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW * New York magazine’s #1 Book of the Year * Best
Book of 2013 by: The Wall Street Journal; Vogue; O, The Oprah Magazine; Los
Angeles Times; The San Francisco Chronicle; The New Yorker; Time; Flavorwire;
Salon; Slate; The Daily Beast “Superb…Scintillatingly alive…A pure explosion of
now.”—The New Yorker Reno, so-called because of the place of her birth, comes to
New York intent on turning her fascination with motorcycles and speed into art. Her
arrival coincides with an explosion of activity—artists colonize a deserted and
industrial SoHo, stage actions in the East Village, blur the line between life and art.
Reno is submitted to a sentimental education of sorts—by dreamers, poseurs, and
raconteurs in New York and by radicals in Italy, where she goes with her lover to
meet his estranged and formidable family. Ardent, vulnerable, and bold, Reno is a
fiercely memorable observer, superbly realized by Rachel Kushner.

Swing Hammer Swing!
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'A sequel to his acclaimed début Morvern Callar, These Demented Lands, confirms
that Alan Warner boasts an extravagant talent This novel is set on a Scottish island
that contains a variety of weird landmarks and an hallucinogenic cast of characters
- including a DJ who wants to set up the rave to end all raves, a visitor whose job is
to assess candidates for sainthood and the wonderfully unfazed heroine, Morvern
Callar' - Harry Ritchie, Mail on Sunday A powerful, hilarious and original novel
about the intersection of lives in the rough and ready communities and wild
landscapes of the Scottish Highlands.

The Man Who Walks
Heterosexuality in contemporary novels, re-examined using the frameworks of
feminism and queer theory. Drawing on feminist and queer theories of sex, gender
and sexuality, this study focuses on female identities at odds with heterosexual
norms. In particular, it explores narratives in which the conventional equation
between heterosexuality, reproductive sexuality and female identity is questioned.

Lowborn
“A gripping, sinister fable!” —Margaret Atwood, via Twitter ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR: GOOD HOUSEKEEPING • THRILLIST King has tenderly staked
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out a territory for his wife and three daughters, Grace, Lia, and Sky. Here on his
island, women are protected from the chaos and violence of men on the mainland.
The cult-like rituals and therapies they endure fortify them from the spreading
toxicity of a degrading world. But when King disappears and two men and a boy
wash ashore, the sisters’ safe world begins to unravel. Over the span of one
blistering hot week, a psychological cat-and-mouse game plays out. Sexual
tensions and sibling rivalries flare as the sisters are forced to confront the
amorphous threat the strangers represent. A haunting, riveting debut, The Water
Cure is a fiercely poetic feminist revenge fantasy that’s a startling reflection of our
time.

The Seal Club
'An account from the inside of a mind cracking up. . . its writing is as taut as a
bowstring. From brilliant title to closing injunction, it hums with intelligence, clarity,
wit; and, its heroine's struggle for order and meaning seduces our minds, exposes
how close we all of us are to insanity. Joy, as Galloway's heroine reluctantly lets us
know that she's called, is simply that dangerous step or two nearer the edge'
LISTENER.

The Good Negress
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Now a major motion picture starring Tilda Swinton. Published in twenty-eight
countries. Over a million copies sold worldwide. Two years ago Eva
Khatchadourian’s son, Kevin, murdered seven of his fellow high-school students, a
cafeteria worker and a popular teacher. Now, in a series of letters to her absent
husband, Eva recounts the story of how Kevin came to be Kevin. Fearing that her
own shortcomings may have shaped what her son has become, she confesses to a
deep, long-standing ambivalence about both motherhood in general and Kevin in
particular. How much is her fault? When did it all start to go wrong? Or was it, in
fact, ever ‘right’ at all? Lionel Shriver tells a compelling, absorbing, and resonant
story while framing the horrifying tableau of teenage carnage as a metaphor for
the larger tragedy—the tragedy of a country where everything works, nobody
starves and anything can be bought but a sense of purpose. ‘By far the best novel
I’ve read in yearsexquisitely crafteda breathtaking work of art.’ Age
‘Brilliantcompulsive.’ Guardian ‘A great read with horrifying twists and turns.’ Marie
Claire ‘Harrowing, tense and thought-provoking, this is a vocal challenge to every
accepted parenting manual you’ve ever read.’ Daily Mail

Morvern Callar
From the infamous Glasgow slum, the Gorbals, Tam Clay chronicles a week in his
life, in the last days before the demolishers move in. Intersecting friends, oldtimers and eccentrics, navigating his pregnant wife, frisky bedfellows and debt
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collectors, Tam stumbles through a derelict world on an odyssey of self-discovery.
Wildly funny, outlandish and insanely ambitious – thirty years in the writing –
Torrington’s pulverised ’60s Glasgow is crammed to the crevices with a blizzard of
his unique and insatiable genius.

Morvern Callar
The year is 1963, and young Denise Palms has rejoined her family in Detroit where
she must work to make a place for herself and prepare for the arrival of her
mother's new baby. The baby will mean the end of Denise's afterschool lessons
with a stern teacher who insists that Denise learn to speak "proper" English to
make herself heard. Verdelle's intuition and ear allow her to dramatize precise
moments of Denise's self-recognition and, in the process, offer an inside look at a
maturing intelligence. The Good Negress marks the arrival of an original voice in
contemporary fiction. "Truly extraordinary." --Toni Morrison A Quality Paperback
Book Club Selection Winner of the Harold D. Vursell Award, American Academy of
Arts and Letters

Morvern Callar
"It is off-season in a remote Highland sea port: 21-year-old Morvern Callar, a lowPage 6/24
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paid employee in the local supermarket, wakes one morning to find her strange
boyfriend has committed suicide and is dead on their kitchen floor. Morvern's
laconic reaction is both intriguing and immoral. What she does next is even more
appalling. . . Brutal, erotic, jarringly poetic and rich in a blood-dark humour,
Morvern Callar is a powerful debut novel from a new Scottish writer.

Can's Tago Mago
High up in the Conrad Flats that loom bleakly over Acton, two future stars of the
literary scene - or so they assume - are hard at work, tapping out words of wit and
brilliance between ill-paid jobs writing captions for the Cat Calendar 1985 and
blurbs for trashy novels with titles like Brothel of the Vampire. Just twenty-one but
already well entrenched in a life eked out on dole payments, pints and dollops of
porridge and pasta, Llewellyn and Cunningham don't have it too bad: a pub on the
corner, a misdirected parental allowance, and the delightful company of Aoife,
Llewellyn's model fiancée, mother of his young baby - and the woman of
Cunningham's increasingly vivid dreams. Alan Warner's superb new novel sees the
author of Morvern Callar at the top of his game.

The Trick is to Keep Breathing
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Returning to Manchester, her broken home, Esther moves back to the flat she used
to share with her best friend Donna. Surrounded by empty gin bottles, with her
past life safely taped up in stacked cardboard boxes, she proceeds to turn her back
on a 'real world' that seems meaningless and absurd. Instead she lives in her own
head. Then she meets Newton, a care-worn American wanderer with a drinker's
face and an angel's smile. Newton changes everything. But for how long?

Rereading Heterosexuality: Feminism, Queer Theory and
Contemporary Fiction
Luis Buñuel was one of the great film-makers of the twentieth century. Gwynne
Edwards analyses his work in the context of Buñuel's personal obsessions - sex,
bourgeois values and religion.

Bucket of Tongues
The "Continuum Contemporaries" series is designed to be a source of ideas and
inspiration for members of book clubs and reading groups, as well as for literature
students at school, college and university. The series aims to give readers
accessible and informative introductions to 30 of the most popular, most acclaimed
and most influential novels of recent years. A team of contemporary fiction
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scholars from both sides of the Atlantic has been assembled to provide a thorough
and readable analysis of each of the novels in question. The books in the series all
follow the same structure, which features: a biography of the novelist, including
other works, influences and, in some cases, an interview; a full-length study of the
novel, drawing out the important themes and ideas; summaries of how the novel
was received upon publication and how it has performed since publication,
including film or TV adaptations and literary prizes; a wide range of suggestions for
further reading, including websites; and a list of questions for reading groups or
students to discuss.

Dirt Road
It is off-season in a remote Highland sea port: twenty-one-year-old Morvern Callar,
a low-paid employee in the local supermarket, wakes one morning to find her
strange boyfriend has committed suicide and is dead on their kitchen floor.
Morvern's laconic reaction is both intriguing and immoral. What she does next is
even more appalling WINNER OF THE SOMERSET MAUGHAM AWARD

These Demented Lands
Morvern Callar, 21 ans, employée sous payée au supermarché du coin. Signe
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distinctif: un genou phosphorescent et un goût certain pour le Southern Comfortlimonade. Quand elle découvre que son amant s'est tranché la gorge et gît sur le
carrelage de la cuisine, elle allume une Silk Cut. Saluée par Irvine Walsh et Nick
Hornby, Morvern Callar est une héroïne spontanée qui nous emmène lors d'un
voyage semi-hallucinatoire, d'une ville portuaire écossaise aux plages et raves du
sud de l'Espagne.

A Nearly Perfect Copy
This is part of a new series of guides to contemporary novels. The aim of the series
is to give readers accessible and informative introductions to some of the most
popular, most acclaimed and most influential novels of recent years - from ‘The
Remains of the Day' to ‘White Teeth'. A team of contemporary fiction scholars from
both sides of the Atlantic has been assembled to provide a thorough and readable
analysis of each of the novels in question.

Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour
Listen, girls, if we stick together there's no ways we'll even get to the second round
Young, lost and out of control, a bunch of Catholic schoolgirls go wild for a day in
the big city, the singing competition a mere obstacle in the way of sex, sambuca
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and a night back home with the submarine crew in Mantrap. Funny, sad and
raucously rude, Lee Hall's musical play Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour, adapted
from Alan Warner's novel The Sopranos, premiered at the Traverse Theatre in
August 2015, in a production by the National Theatre of Scotland and Live Theatre.
Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour won the Olivier Award for Best New Comedy 2017.

The Stars in the Bright Sky
The Seal Club is a three-novella collection by the authors Alan Warner, Irvine Welsh
and John King, three stories that capture their ongoing interests and concerns,
stories that reflect bodies of work that started with Morvern Callar, Trainspotting
and The Football Factory - all best-sellers, all turned into high-profile films.

A Companion to Luis Buñuel
The Worms Can Carry Me to Heaven
Robert Poste's child is back at Cold Comfort Farm. But all is not well. Flora finds the
farm transformed into a twee haven filled with Toby jugs and peasant pottery, and
rooms labelled 'Quiete Retreate' and 'Greate laundrie'. It is, Flora winces, 'exactly
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like being locked in the Victoria and Albert Museum after closing time'. Worse, the
farm is hosting a conference of the pretentious International Thinkers Group - a
group made up of the 'sadistic owl' Mr Peccavi, loathsome Mr Mybug and the
overpowering Mrs Ernestine Thump. And worst of all, there are no Starkadders at
Cold Comfort Farm. All the he-cousins have gone abroad to make their fortunes
and the female cousins are having a pretty thin time of it. Once again the sensible
Flora decides to take the situation in hand.

The Deadman's Pedal
The Sopranos are back: out of school and out in the world, gathered in Gatwick to
plan a super-cheap last-minute holiday to celebrate their reunion. Kay, Kylah,
Manda, Rachel and Finn are joined by Finn's equally gorgeous friend Ava - a halfFrench philosophy student - and are ready to go on the rampage. Just into their
twenties and as wild as ever, they've added acrylic nails, pedicures, mobile phones
and credit cards to their arsenal, but are still the same thirsty girls: their holiday
bags packed with skimpy clothes and condoms, their hormones rampant. Will it be
Benidorm or Magaluf, Paris or Las Vegas? One thing is certain: a great deal of fastfood will be eaten and gallons of Guinness will be drunk by the alpha-female
Manda, and she will be matched by the others' enthusiastic intake of Bacardi
Breezers, vodkas and Red Bull. With Alan Warner's pitch-perfect ear for dialogue,
pinpoint characterisation and glorious set-pieces, this is a novel propelled by
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conversation through scenes of excess and debauchery, hilarity and sadness. Like
the six young women at its centre,The Stars in the Bright Skyis vivid and brimming
with life - in all its squalor, rage, tears and laughter - and presents an unforgettable
story of female friendship.

Last Exit to Brooklyn
Brace yourself, America, for Irvine Welsh's Trainspotting—the novel and the film
that became the cult sensations of Britain. Trainspotting is the novel that first
launched Irvine Welsh's spectacular career—an authentic, unrelenting, and
strangely exhilarating episodic group portrait of blasted lives. It accomplished for
its own time and place what Hubert Selby, Jr.'s Last Exit to Brooklyn did for his.
Rents, Sick Boy, Mother Superior, Swanney, Spuds, and Seeker are as
unforgettable a clutch of junkies, rude boys, and psychos as readers will ever
encounter. Trainspotting was made into the 1996 cult film starring Ewan
MacGregor and directed by Danny Boyle (A Shallow Grave).

Don DeLillo's Underworld
Murdo, a teenager obsessed with music, dreams of a life beyond his Scottish island
home. His dad Tom has recently lost his wife and stumbles towards the future,
Page 13/24

Read Free Morvern Callar Alan Warner
terrified of losing control of what remains of his family life Both are in search of
something as they set out on an expedition into the American South. As they travel
they encounter a new world and we discover whether the hopes of youth can
conquer the fears of age. Dirt Road is a major novel exploring the brevity of life,
the agonising demands of love and the lure of the open road. It is also a beautiful
book about the power of music and all that it can offer.

We Need to Talk About Kevin
Whatever your ailment, the nation's best-loved film experts have the perfect
cinematic prescription for you, whether it's a course of the Coens or a dose of Die
Hard. And they're ready to cure the movies to,, taking their scalpels to bloated
blockbusters and warning of the ill effects of overpraise. Where medical ignorance
and movie expertise meet - the surgery of Doctors Kermode and Mayo is now
open.

Their Lips Talk of Mischief
NOW A SELL-OUT PLAY: OUR LADIES OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR The choir from Our
Lady of Perpetual Succour School for Girls is being bussed to the national finals in
the big, big city. And it's an important day for The Sopranos - Orla, Kylah,
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(Ra)Chell, Amanda Konky and Fionnula (the Cooler) - pub-crawling, shoplifting and
body-piercing being the top priorities. Then it's time to lose that competition - lose,
because a nuclear sub has just anchored in the bay and, tonight, the Man Trap
disco will be full of submariners on shore-leave. There is no time for delays. . . But
after the fifth bottle of alco-pop up the back of the bus it's clear that all is not going
to plan, for anyone. The Sopranos are never going to be the same. 'Compassionate
and riotously funny. It is a long time since I read a novel which had me rocking with
laughter' -The Times

The Sopranos
Cleaned Out tells the story of Denise Lesur, a 20-year-old woman suffering the
after-effects of a back-alley abortion. Alone in her college dorm room, Denise
attempts to understand how her suffocating middle-class upbringing has brought
her to such an awful present. Ernaux, one of France's most important
contemporary writers, daringly breaks with formal French literary tradition in this
moving novel about abortion, growing up, and coming to terms with one's
childhood.

The Girls of Slender Means (New Directions Classic)
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Kitchenly 434 is set in a sprawling Tudorbethan mansion in Sussex, Kitchenly Mill
Race, on the cusp of the arrival of Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister. In some
ways, the last days of an Age of Innocence. Marko Morrell, guitarist in Fear Taker,
is one of the biggest rock stars in the world. His demanding lifestyle means he is
frequently in absentia at Kitchenly, his idyllic country retreat, and so it is his butler
(or 'help'), Crofton Park, who is charged with the maintenance and housekeeping.
When, one day, two young girls arrive looking for Marko clutching their copies of
Fear Taker LPs, Crofton finds himself on a romantic misadventure which leads to
the tragi-comic unravelling of the fantasies he has been living by. A novel about
delusional male behaviour, opening and closing curtains, self-awareness, loneliness
and 'getting it together in the country', Kitchenly 434 is a magnificent novel about
the Golden Age of Rock in the bucolic English countryside.

Blow Up
Offers a collection of work from various Scottish writers who have revolutionized
late-twentieth-century literature, such as Alan Warner, Irvine Welsh, Janice
Galloway, William Boyd, and others. Original.

Acid Plaid
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Our beloved cast of characters are back, as are the joys and trials of life at 44
Scotland Street in this latest installment of Alexander McCall Smith’s delightfully
charming series. Bertie’s mother, Irene, returns from the Middle East to discover
that, in her absence, her son has been exposed to the worst of evils—television
shows, ice cream parlors, and even unsanctioned art at the National Portrait
Gallery. Her wrath descends on Bertie’s long-suffering father, Stuart. But Stuart
has found a reason to spend more time outside of the house and seems to have a
new spring in his step. What does this mean for the residents of 44 Scotland
Street? The winds of change have come to the others as well. Angus undergoes a
spiritual transformation after falling victim to an unexpected defenestration. Bruce
has fallen in a rather different sense for a young woman who is determined to
share with him her enthusiasm for extreme sports. Matthew and Elspeth have a
falling out with their triplets’ au pair, while Big Lou continues to fall in love with her
new role as a mother. And as Irene resumes work on what she calls her Bertie
Project, reinstating Bertie’s Italian lessons, yoga classes, and psychotherapy, Bertie
begins to hatch a project of his own—one that promises freedom.

Alan Warner's Morvern Callar
Finally, a brilliant exploration of the German rock band Can's 1971 album Tago
Mago. This hugely unique and influential album deserves close analysis from a fan,
rather than a musicologist. Novelist Alan Warner details the concrete music we
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hear on the album, how it was composed, executed and recorded--including the
history of the album in terms of its release, promotion and art work. This tale of
Tago Mago is also the tale of a young man obsessed with record collecting in the
dark and mysterious period of pop music before Google. Warner includes a
backtracking of the history of the band up to that point and also some description
of Can's unique recording approach taking into account their home studio set up.
Interviews with the two surviving members: drummer Jaki Liebezeit, keyboardist
Irmin Schmidt and bassist Holger Czukay make this a hilariously personal and
illuminating picture of Can.

The Movie Doctors
Richly drawn and sharply observed, A Nearly Perfect Copy is a smart and affecting
novel of family and forgery set amidst the rarefied international art world. Elm
Howells has a loving family and a distinguished career at an elite Manhattan
auction house. But after a tragic loss throws her into an emotional crisis, she
pursues a reckless course of action that jeopardizes her personal and professional
success. Meanwhile, talented artist Gabriel Connois wearies of remaining at the
margins of the capricious Parisian art scene, and, desperate for recognition, he
embarks on a scheme that threatens his burgeoning reputation. As these
narratives converge, with disastrous consequences, A Nearly Perfect Copy boldly
challenges our presumptions about originality and authenticity, loss and
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replacement, and the perilous pursuit of perfection.

Cleaned Out
A dark collection of short stories brings the reader face to face with men and
women on the edge of despair and madness, or simply on the verge of leaving a
relationship with another person, alcohol, or aggression. Original.

The Flamethrowers
Manolo Follano, a 40-year-old Spanish roue, has built a comfortable life for himself
in his hometown by the sea. For a playboy like Manolo to be told by his doctor that
he is HIV Positive is, it would seem, the end of everything. However, this
devastating news is only the beginning."

The Bertie Project
A compelling existential thriller by the Beat-era writer: “Everyone should read
Young Adam” (The Times Literary Supplement). Young Adam tells the story of Joe,
a drifter who works on a barge traveling the Clyde River between Glasgow and
Edinburgh. As the novel opens, Joe finds the corpse of a young woman floating in
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the water. Was it an accident, a suicide, or murder? As the police investigate and
arrest a suspect, it becomes clear that Joe knows far more than he’s telling.
Originally published in 1954, Young Adam was made into a film starring Ewan
McGregor and Tilda Swinton, and is now reissued with an introduction by PEN
finalist and literary critic David L. Ulin. This is a psychologically suspenseful novel
and an absorbing portrait of a haunted man, from an iconoclastic Beat writer
praised by the New Yorker for “prose that is always clean and sharp and often
ferociously alive with poetry” and called “the most brilliant man I ever met” by
Allen Ginsberg. “Trocchi may be the greatest unknown writer in the world.” —The
Bloomsbury Review

The Stornoway Way
The decadence and violence of the urban streets is graphically portrayed in a novel
set in a New York slum

Sick Notes
"Long ago in 1945 all the nice people in England were poor, allowing for
exceptions," begins The Girls of Slender Means, Dame Muriel Spark's tragic and
rapier-witted portrait of a London ladies' hostel just emerging from the shadow of
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World War II. Like the May of Teck Club itself—"three times window shattered since
1940 but never directly hit"—its lady inhabitants do their best to act as if the world
were back to normal: practicing elocution, and jostling over suitors and a single
Schiaparelli gown. The novel's harrowing ending reveals that the girls' giddy
literary and amorous peregrinations are hiding some tragically painful war wounds.
Chosen by Anthony Burgess as one of the Best Modern Novels in the Sunday Times
of London, The Girls of Slender Means is a taut and eerily perfect novel by an
author The New York Times has called "one of this century's finest creators of
comic-metaphysical entertainment."

The Water Cure
After the scandalous theft of a pub's World Cup cash kitty, a homeless drifter
pursues his eccentric uncle: 'The Man Who Walks', up into the Highlands to recover
the money - a cool -27,000. The nephew's frantic, stalled progress and other
bizarre diversions form this wickedly hilarious novel. But who is The Man Who
Walks? Is he simply a water-carrying madman with one glass eye and a fondness
for whisky and pony nuts, and who has a physiological inability to handle slopes?
Or is he a savant, touched by the hand of God, wandering the back roads along
ancient, ancestral tracks? And as the sinister, unstable nephew gains on The Man
Who Walks, can it be that it will all end in a field and that this field is Culloden
Moor?
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Trainspotting
‘Fuck everyone from Holden Caulfield to Bridget Jones, fuck all the American and
English phoney fictions that claim to speak for us; they don’t know the likes of us
exist and they never did. We are who we are because we grew up the Stornoway
way. We do not live in the back of beyond, we live in the very heart of beyond ’
Meet R Stornoway, drink-addled misfit, inhabitant of the Hebridean Isle of Lewis,
and meandering man fighting to break free of an island he just can’t seem to let go
of

Conference at Cold Comfort Farm
In Blow-Up, a collection of essays that tackle aesthetics from the angle of
neuroscience, Warren Neidich proposes a different and wholly original paradigm for
thinking through cultural history and the philosophy of the human subject. Across
the theoretical landscape that Neidich describes, even familiar monuments from
the history of art, architecture, philosophy and aesthetics appear strange and
disorienting, because the starting point of the primary and secondary repertoires
(the nervous system and the pathways of connection built up through interaction
between the brain and the outside world) is so totally unexpected. Crucial to
Neidich's narrative is the idea that, in modernity, the technologies that have
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evolved in the sphere of visual communication have come to operate on the
subject with particular vehemence, not only in the realm of meaning but in their
determining influence on the primary habits and dispositions of experience.
Photography, cinema, television, the internet--as the forces of spectacle gain everwider currency in a rapidly globalizing world, those cultural forms that emerge as
dominant in the competition for structuring the pathways of consciousness will
annex and colonize more and more of the subject's interior life, worldwide. But
Neidich suggests that the subject of culture has the ability to remap itself, rewire
itself, and assume forms so creative and protean that it will always outrun the
forces that seek to limit its plasticity--even trauma and amputation cannot
irreversibly damage the neural body.
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