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The Surrendered
In this pathbreaking book, King-Kok Cheung sheds
new light on the thematic and rhetoncal uses of
silence in fiction by three Asian American women:
Hisaye Yamamoto, Maxine Hong Kingston, and
JoyKogawa. Boldly articulating the unspeakable, these
writers break the silence imposed by families or
ethnic communities and defy the dominant culture
that suppresses the voicing of minority experiences.
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Yet at the same time, they demonstrate how
silences—voiceless gestures, textual ellipses,
authorial hesitations—can themselves be articulate.
Drawing on theoretical works on women's writing, on
ethnicity and race, and on postmodernism and
history, Cheung takes issue with Anglo-American
feminists who valorize speech unequivocally and with
revisionist Asian American male critics who attempt to
refute Orientalist stereotypes by renouncing silence.
She challenges Eurocentric views of speech and
silence as polarized, hierarchical, and gendered, and
proposes an approach to Asian American literature
which overturns the "East-West" or "dual personality"
model. Yamamoto, Kingston, and Kogawa interweave
speech and silence, narration and ellipses,
autobiography and fiction as they adapt and recast
Asian and Euro-American precursors. Drawing freely
from both traditions, they reinvent the past by
decentering, disseminating, and interrogating
authority-but not by reappropriating it. A fresh and
subtle response to issues relating to cultural diversity,
Articulate Silences will be important reading for
scholars and students in the fie,4s of literary theory
and criticism, women's studies, Asian American
studies, and ethnic studies.

Typical American
A beautiful collectible hardcover edition of the father
of Korean American literature's "wonderfully
resplendent evocation of a newcomer's America"
(Chang-rae Lee, author of Native Speaker) A Penguin
Vitae Edition Having fled Japanese-occupied Korea for
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the gleaming promise of the United States with
nothing but four dollars and a suitcase full of
Shakespeare to his name, the young, idealistic
Chungpa Han arrives in a New York teeming with
expatriates, businessmen, students, scholars, and
indigents. Struggling to support his studies, he travels
throughout the United States and Canada, becoming
by turns a traveling salesman, a domestic worker, and
a farmer, and observing along the way the idealism,
greed, and shifting values of the industrializing
twentieth century. Part picaresque adventure, part
shrewd social commentary, East Goes West casts a
sharply satirical eye on the demands and perils of
assimilation. It is a masterpiece not only of Asian
American literature but also of American literature.
Penguin Vitae―loosely translated as "Penguin of one's
life"―is a deluxe hardcover series from Penguin
Classics celebrating a dynamic and diverse landscape
of classic fiction and nonfiction from seventy-five
years of classics publishing. Penguin Vitae provides
readers with beautifully designed classics that have
shaped the course of their lives, and welcomes new
readers to discover these literary gifts of personal
inspiration, intellectual engagement, and creative
originality.

The Color of Water
This book is about transitions, the manifold and
dynamic process of change and exchange, variety
and variation, difference and diversity, migration and
globalisation. Contributions emphasize issues of race
and ethnicity in the American cultural context, look at
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class-based, gender-oriented, religious, political,
historical, social, and cultural negotiations, and
question the meaningfulness of distinctions and
boundaries in today's fast-changing world.
Contributions include analyses of historical changes
from Brown vs. Board of Education to 9/11,
examinations of cultural transitions from regional
identity to migratory artists, as well as explorations of
literary adaptations ranging from Affrilachian poetry
to cyberspace narrativity.

Historical Dictionary of Asian American
Literature and Theater
Representing the letter “L” in a series of twenty-six
collectible editions, this award-winning novel
describes the isolation felt by industrial spy Henry
Park, a first-generation Korean American, who doesn't
feel thoroughly at home in either culture anymore.

On Such a Full Sea
As a boy in Brooklyn's Red Hook projects, James
McBride knew his mother was different. But when he
asked about it, she'd simply say 'I'm light-skinned.'
Later he wondered if he was different too, and asked
his mother if he was black or white. 'You're a human
being,' she snapped. 'Educate yourself or you'll be a
nobody!' And when James asked what colour God
was, she said 'God is the colour of water.' As an adult,
McBride finally persuaded his mother to tell her story
- the story of a rabbi's daughter, born in Poland and
raised in the South, who fled to Harlem, married a
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black man, founded a Baptist church, and put twelve
children through college.

The Hundred Year Flood
In this magically evocative novel, William Maxwell
explores the enigmatic gravity of the past, which
compels us to keep explaining it even as it makes
liars out of us every time we try. On a winter morning
in the 1920s, a shot rings out on a farm in rural
Illinois. A man named Lloyd Wilson has been killed.
And the tenuous friendship between two lonely
teenagers—one privileged yet neglected, the other a
troubled farm boy—has been shattered.Fifty years
later, one of those boys—now a grown man—tries to
reconstruct the events that led up to the murder. In
doing so, he is inevitably drawn back to his lost friend
Cletus, who has the misfortune of being the son of
Wilson's killer and who in the months before
witnessed things that Maxwell's narrator can only
guess at. Out of memory and imagination, the
surmises of children and the destructive passions of
their parents, Maxwell creates a luminous American
classic of youth and loss. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Every Day Is for the Thief
To eight-year old Bunny Morison, his mother is an
angelic comforter in whose absence nothing is real or
alive. To his older brother, Robert, his mother is
someone he must protect, especially since the
deadly, influenza epidemic of 1918 is ravaging their
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small Midwestern town. To James Morison, his wife,
Elizabeth, is the center of a life that would
disintegrate all too suddenly were she to disappear.
Through the eyes of these characters, William
Maxwell creates a sensitive portrait of an American
family and of the complex woman who is its
emotional pillar. Beautifully observed, deftly
rendering the civilities and constraints of a vanished
era, They Came Like Swallows measures the
subterranean currents of love and need that run
through all our lives. The result confirms Maxwell's
reputation as one of the finest writers we have.

So Long, See You Tomorrow
"Builds on the premise that language and thought are
inevitably and inextricably bound up with each other.
. . . A classic study of the differences between Greek
and Hebrew thought."—John E. Rexrine, Colgate
University

Articulate Silences
Looks a the life and works of forty-nine Asian
American short story writers.

Transnational Asian American Literature
A foreign film importer, Gi-yeong is a family man with
a wife and daughter. An aficionado of Heineken,
soccer, and sushi, he is also a North Korean spy who
has been living among his enemies for twenty-one
years. Suddenly he receives a mysterious email, a
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directive seemingly from the home office. He has one
day to return to headquarters. He hasn’t heard from
anyone in over ten years. Why is he being called back
now? Is this message really from Pyongyang? Is he
returning to receive new orders or to be executed for
a lack of diligence? Has someone in the South
discovered his secret identity? Is this a trap?Spanning
the course of one day, Your Republic Is Calling You is
an emotionally taut, psychologically astute, haunting
novel that reveals the depth of one particularly
gripping family secret and the way in which we
sometimes never really know the people we love.
Confronting moral questions on small and large
scales, it mines the political and cultural
transformations that have transformed South Korea
since the 1980s. A lament for the fate of a certain
kind of man and a certain kind of manhood, it is
ultimately a searing study of the long and insidious
effects of dividing a nation in two.

Aloft
Read an essay by Chang-rae Lee here. The
bestselling, award-winning writer of Native Speaker, A
Gesture Life, and Aloft returns with his biggest, most
ambitious novel yet: a spellbinding story of how love
and war echo through an entire lifetime. With his
three critically acclaimed novels, Chang-rae Lee has
established himself as one of the most talented
writers of contemporary literary fiction. Now, with The
Surrendered, Lee has created a book that amplifies
everything we've seen in his previous works, and
reads like nothing else. It is a brilliant, haunting,
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heartbreaking story about how love and war
inalterably change the lives of those they touch. June
Han was only a girl when the Korean War left her
orphaned; Hector Brennan was a young GI who fled
the petty tragedies of his small town to serve his
country. When the war ended, their lives collided at a
Korean orphanage where they vied for the attentions
of Sylvie Tanner, the beautiful yet deeply damaged
missionary wife whose elusive love seemed to
transform everything. Thirty years later and on the
other side of the world, June and Hector are reunited
in a plot that will force them to come to terms with
the mysterious secrets of their past, and the shocking
acts of love and violence that bind them together. As
Lee unfurls the stunning story of June, Hector, and
Sylvie, he weaves a profound meditation on the
nature of heroism and sacrifice, the power of love,
and the possibilities for mercy, salvation, and
surrendering oneself to another. Combining the
complex themes of identity and belonging of Native
Speaker and A Gesture Life with the broad range,
energy, and pure storytelling gifts of Aloft, Chang-rae
Lee has delivered his most ambitious, exciting, and
unforgettable work yet. It is a mesmerizing novel,
elegantly suspenseful and deeply affecting.

Secondhand World
The Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature
and Theater covers the history of Asian American
literature and theater through a chronology, an
introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography.
The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced
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entries on authors, books, and genres. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about this important
topic.

The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears
In Understanding Chang-rae Lee, Amanda M. Page
provides the first critical survey of the work of one of
America’s most acclaimed contemporary novelists.
Chang-rae Lee, the Ward W. and Priscilla B. Woods
Professor of English at Stanford University, has been
the recipient of numerous awards including a
Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award, an American
Book Award, and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize. Lee
is the author of five novels, including The
Surrendered, which was a named a Pulitzer Prize
finalist in 2011. In considering the novelist’s oeuvre,
Page examines Lee’s evolving use of narrative
perspective and how it attests to the power of voice
by showing that storytelling can reveal hidden
truths—whether intended or not. After a brief
biography, an overview of Lee’s critical reception, and
a discussion of his nonfiction essays, Page traces the
trajectory of Lee’s career to illustrate the ways his
work continues to push against formal and thematic
boundaries with each new novel. In her exploration of
Lee’s first and best-known novel, Native Speaker,
Page introduces many of Lee’s recurring themes,
including the pains of cultural assimilation, the
significant role of language in identity, and emotional
alienation as a result of constructs of masculinity.
Page then argues that Lee’s second novel, A Gesture
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Life, uses evasive narration and the guise of a
suburban novel to conceal a meditation on war
trauma and contemporary isolation. Aloft, the last of
Lee’s novels told in the first person, plays with
expected conventions of American suburban fiction to
critique the white privilege at the heart of this familiar
form. Page also explores The Surrendered, Lee’s
ambitious historical epic that deploys third-person
perspective to show the variety of ways historical
trauma reverberates in the present. Page’s final
chapter focuses on Lee’s dystopian novel On Such a
Full Sea. In his most bold experiment with narrative
voice to date, this novel is told from the collective
perspective of an entire community, reflecting on the
experiences of a lone girl as she navigates a highly
stratified social hierarchy. Page argues that this work
shows the culmination of Lee’s interest in the
relationship between the individual and the
community and the power of a single voice to speak
truth.

The Book of Daniel
The beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, basis of the
film starring Jack Nicholson and Meryl Streep. Francis
Phelan, ex-big-leaguer, part-time gravedigger, fulltime bum with the gift of gab, is back in town. He left
Albany twenty-two years earlier after he dropped his
infant son accidentally, and the boy died. Now he's on
the way back to the wife and home he abandoned,
haunted at every corner by the ghosts of his violent
life. Francis; his wino ladyfriend of nine years, Helen;
and his stumblebum pal, Rudy, shuffle their ragtag
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way through the city's bleakest streets, surviving on
gumption, muscatel, and black wit. estiny is not their
business. 'The premise of Ironweed was so
unpromising, that in marketing terms the writer still
to this day finds it funny: the story of a bunch of
itinerant alcoholics, knocking around Kennedy's
hometown, falling out, having visions, trying to pass
for sober to cadge a bed for the night in the homeless
shelter.' Guardian 'But for all the rich variety of prose
and event, from hallucination to bedrock realism to
slapstick and to blessed quotidian peace, ''Ironweed''
is more austere than its predecessors. It is more
fierce, but also more forgiving.' Quoted from the
classic New York Times review of Ironweed, which
made it an overnight sensation.

The Adding Machine
An unflinching portrayal of the Korean immigrant
experience from an extraordinary new talent in
fiction. Spanning Korea and the United States, from
the postwar era to contemporary times, Krys Lee's
stunning fiction debut, Drifting House, illuminates a
people torn between the traumas of their collective
past and the indignities and sorrows of their present.
In the title story, children escaping famine in North
Korea are forced to make unthinkable sacrifices to
survive. The tales set in America reveal the
immigrants' unmoored existence, playing out in
cramped apartments and Koreatown strip malls. A
makeshift family is fractured when a shaman from the
old country moves in next door. An abandoned wife
enters into a fake marriage in order to find her
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kidnapped daughter. In the tradition of Chang-rae
Lee's Native Speaker and Jhumpa Lahiri's Interpreter
of Maladies, Drifting House is an unforgettable work
by a gifted new writer.

Ironweed
"Visiting Lagos after many years away, Teju Cole's
unnamed narrator rediscovers his hometown as both
a foreigner and a local. A young writer uncertain of
what he wants to say, the man moves through
tableaus of life in one of the most dynamic cities in
the world: he hears the muezzin's call to prayer in the
early morning light, and listens to John Coltrane
during the late afternoon heat. He witnesses
teenagers diligently perpetrating e-mail frauds from
internet cafes, longs after a woman reading Michael
Ondaatje on a public bus, and visits the impoverished
National Museum. Along the way, he reconnects with
old school friends and his family, who force him to ask
himself profound questions of personal and national
history. Over long, wandering days, the narrator
compares present-day Lagos to the Lagos of his
memory, and in doing so reveals changes that have
taken place in himself. Just as Open City uses New
York to reveal layers of the narrator's soul, in Every
Day is for the Thief the complex, beautiful, generous,
and corrupt city of Lagos exposes truths about our
protagonist, and ourselves"--

East Goes West
In Double Agency, Tina Chen proposes impersonation
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as a paradigm for teasing out the performative
dimensions of Asian American literature and culture.
Asian American acts of impersonation, she argues,
foreground the limits of subjectivity even as they
insist on the undeniable importance of subjecthood.
By decoupling imposture from impersonation, Chen
shows how Asian American performances have often
been misinterpreted, read as acts of betrayal rather
than multiple allegiance. A central paradox informing
the bookimpersonation as a performance of divided
allegiance that simultaneously pays homage to and
challenges authenticity and authoritythus becomes a
site for reconsidering the implications of Asian
Americans as double agents. In exploring the
possibilities that impersonation affords for refusing
the binary logics of loyalty/disloyalty, real/fake, and
Asian/American, Double Agency attends to the
possibilities of reading such acts as "impersonations"dynamic performances, and a
performance dynamicsthrough which Asian
Americans constitute themselves as speaking and
acting subjects.

We Cast a Shadow
They Came Like Swallows
From the award-winning author of Native Speaker and
On Such a Full Sea, an exuberant and entertaining
story of a young American whose life is transformed
when a Chinese American businessman suddenly
takes him under his wing on a global adventure. Tiller
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is an average college student with a good heart but
minimal aspirations and talents. Then he meets Pong
Lou, a successful Chinese American businessman, and
everything changes. With Pong's unmatched
charisma, richly varied interests and skills, enviable
resources, and loyal circle of friends and business
partners, he represents a life that Tiller has never
imagined. When Pong invites Tiller along on a
boisterous trip across Asia with no return ticket, Tiller
is catapulted from ordinary young man to luxury
globetrotter. In the process, he's pulled into a series
of wholly unexpected experiences--some humorous,
some heartbreaking, some darkly shocking, and all of
which will alter the course of his life. A year later,
passing through an American airport on his way home
from this Asian adventure, Tiller takes up with an
unlikely older woman and her son, and quickly slips
from one life to another as he processes all he's
experienced and what it will mean for his future. Told
in alternating storylines, Tiller's tale weaves back and
forth between his outlandish, memorable year with
Pong, and the domestic adulthood that replaces it.
From an award-winning writer known for exploring
issues of culture and identity with provocative
originality, My Year Abroad is a bold and exciting new
novel about the people we meet who change our lives
forever, and a brilliant satire/fable about
entrepreneurship and the American dream.

The Odyssey
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and
author of the Booker Prize–winning novel The
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Remains of the Day In the face of the misery in his
homeland, the artist Masuji Ono was unwilling to
devote his art solely to the celebration of physical
beauty. Instead, he put his work in the service of the
imperialist movement that led Japan into World War II.
Now, as the mature Ono struggles through the
aftermath of that war, his memories of his youth and
of the "floating world"—the nocturnal world of
pleasure, entertainment, and drink—offer him both
escape and redemption, even as they punish him for
betraying his early promise. Indicted by society for its
defeat and reviled for his past aesthetics, he relives
the passage through his personal history that makes
him both a hero and a coward but, above all, a human
being.

Your Republic Is Calling You
After sixty years of living in the upstate New York
town of Thomaston, Louis Charles and his wife of forty
years, Sarah, prepare for a trip to Italy to visit Louis'
childhood friend, an artist who had fled his hometown
many years earlier.

An Artist of the Floating World
The debut novel from critically-acclaimed and New
York Times–bestselling author of On Such a Full Sea.
In Native Speaker, author Chang-rae Lee introduces
readers to Henry Park. Park has spent his entire life
trying to become a true American—a native speaker.
But even as the essence of his adopted country
continues to elude him, his Korean heritage seems to
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drift further and further away. Park's harsh Korean
upbringing has taught him to hide his emotions, to
remember everything he learns, and most of all to
feel an overwhelming sense of alienation. In other
words, it has shaped him as a natural spy. But the
very attributes that help him to excel in his profession
put a strain on his marriage to his American wife and
stand in the way of his coming to terms with his
young son's death. When he is assigned to spy on a
rising Korean-American politician, his very identity is
tested, and he must figure out who he is amid not
only the conflicts within himself but also within the
ethnic and political tensions of the New York City
streets. Native Speaker is a story of cultural
alienation. It is about fathers and sons, about the
desire to connect with the world rather than stand
apart from it, about loyalty and betrayal, about the
alien in all of us and who we finally are. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

Reading the Literatures of Asian America
A Nation of Nations
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK
CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST NAMED ONE OF THE
TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY MICHIKO
KAKUTANI, THE NEW YORK TIMES • NAMED ONE OF
THE TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
TIME NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY MORE THAN 45 PUBLICATIONS, INCLUDING The
New York Times Book Review • The Washington Post
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• NPR • The New Yorker • San Francisco Chronicle •
The Economist • The Atlantic • Newsday • Salon • St.
Louis Post-Dispatch • The Guardian • Esquire (UK) •
GQ (UK) Little Failure is the all too true story of an
immigrant family betting its future on America, as told
by a lifelong misfit who finally finds a place for himself
in the world through books and words. In 1979, a little
boy dragging a ginormous fur hat and an overcoat
made from the skin of some Soviet woodland creature
steps off the plane at New York’s JFK International
Airport and into his new American life. His troubles
are just beginning. For the former Igor Shteyngart,
coming to the United States from the Soviet Union is
like stumbling off a monochromatic cliff and landing in
a pool of Technicolor. Careening between his Soviet
home life and his American aspirations, he finds
himself living in two contradictory worlds, wishing for
a real home in one. He becomes so strange to his
parents that his mother stops bickering with his father
long enough to coin the phrase failurchka—“little
failure”—which she applies to her once-promising son.
With affection. Mostly. From the terrors of Hebrew
School to a crash course in first love to a return visit
to the homeland that is no longer home, Gary
Shteyngart has crafted a ruthlessly brave and funny
memoir of searching for every kind of love—family,
romantic, and of the self. BONUS: This edition
includes a reading group guide. Praise for Little
Failure “Hilarious and moving . . . The army of readers
who love Gary Shteyngart is about to get
bigger.”—The New York Times Book Review “A
memoir for the ages . . . brilliant and
unflinching.”—Mary Karr “Dazzling . . . a rich, nuanced
memoir . . . It’s an immigrant story, a coming-of-age
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story, a becoming-a-writer story, and a becoming-amensch story, and in all these ways it is,
unambivalently, a success.”—Meg Wolitzer, NPR
“Literary gold . . . [a] bruisingly funny
memoir.”—Vogue “A giant success.”—Entertainment
Weekly

My Year Abroad
Seventeen years ago, Sepha Stephanos fled the
Ethiopian Revolution for a new start in the United
States. Now he finds himself running a failing grocery
store in a poor African-American section of
Washington, D.C., his only companions two fellow
African immigrants who share his bitter nostalgia and
longing for his home continent. Years ago and worlds
away Sepha could never have imagined a life of such
isolation. As his environment begins to change, hope
comes in the form of a friendship with new neighbors
Judith and Naomi, a white woman and her biracial
daughter. But when a series of racial incidents
disturbs the community, Sepha may lose everything
all over again. Watch a QuickTime interview with
Dinaw Mengestu about this book.

Native Speaker
The epic journey of Odysseus, the hero of Ancient
Greece After ten years of war, Odysseus turns his
back on Troy and sets sail for home. But his voyage
takes another ten years and he must face many
dangers - Polyphemus the greedy one-eyed giant,
Scylla the six-headed sea monster and even the wrath
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of the gods themselves - before he is reunited with his
wife and son. Brilliantly retold by award-winning
author, Geraldine McCaughrean.

A Study Guide for Chang-Rae Lee's
"Native Speaker"
Examines the diasporic and transnational aspects of
Asian American literature and engages works of prose
and poetry as aesthetic articulations of the fluid
transnational identities

Hebrew Thought Compared with Greek
In 1967, Daniel, the son of two convicted spys
executed by their own country, ponders his life, his
sister's radicalism, his appreciation for his wife and
son, and the hypocrisy of the moralistic ideals upon
which this country was based. Reader's Guide
included. Reprint.

Transitions: Race, Culture, and the
Dynamics of Change
"An incisive and necessary" (Roxane Gay) debut for
fans of Get Out and Paul Beatty's The Sellout, about a
father's obsessive quest to protect his son--even if it
means turning him white Longlisted for the Center for
Fiction First Novel Prize * "Stunning and audacious . . .
at once a pitch-black comedy, a chilling horror story
and an endlessly perceptive novel about the possible
future of race in America."--NPR NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR AND THE
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WASHINGTON POST "You can be beautiful, even more
beautiful than before." This is the seductive promise
of Dr. Nzinga's clinic, where anyone can get their lips
thinned, their skin bleached, and their nose narrowed.
A complete demelanization will liberate you from the
confines of being born in a black body--if you can
afford it. In this near-future Southern city plagued by
fenced-in ghettos and police violence, more and more
residents are turning to this experimental medical
procedure. Like any father, our narrator just wants the
best for his son, Nigel, a biracial boy whose black
birthmark is getting bigger by the day. The darker
Nigel becomes, the more frightened his father feels.
But how far will he go to protect his son? And will he
destroy his family in the process? This electrifying,
hallucinatory novel is at once a keen satire of
surviving racism in America and a profoundly moving
family story. At its center is a father who just wants
his son to thrive in a broken world. Maurice Carlos
Ruffin's work evokes the clear vision of Ralph Ellison,
the dizzying menace of Franz Kafka, and the crackling
prose of Vladimir Nabokov. We Cast a Shadow
fearlessly shines a light on the violence we inherit,
and on the desperate things we do for the ones we
love. LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/OPEN BOOK AWARD
"We Cast a Shadow asks some of the most important
questions fiction can ask, and it does so with
energetic and acrobatic prose, hilarious wordplay and
great heart. . . . Love is at the core of this funny,
beautiful novel . . . . At any moment, Ruffin can
summon the kind of magic that makes you want to
slow down, reread and experience the pleasure of him
crystallizing an image again. . . . Read this
book."--Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah, The New York
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Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) "A full-throated
novelistic debut of ferocious power and grace . . . a
story that refracts the insanity of the world into a
shape so unique you wonder how this book wasn't
there all along."--Lit Hub "Propulsive . . . We Cast a
Shadow proves that the eeriest works of speculative
fiction are those that hit closest to home."--Vulture

Drifting House
“Typical American is indeed an American story, and
Gish Jen’s immensely intelligent, thunderously funny,
truly heartbreaking novel is perhaps the best story of
contemporary immigrant experience ever to grace
our literature.” --Jayne Anne Phillips "A marvelously
insightful roller coaster ride to the dark heart of the
American dream. Compounded by heartbreaking
humor and exhilarating tragedy, it rings true as the
stories my own relatives would recite in hushed tones
around the adult banquet table." --David Henry
Hwang

Double Agency
A unique collection of essays explores the diversity of
Asian American literature from the 19th century to
the present

Bridge of Sighs
Isa repudiates her parents' strict adherence to Korean
values to pursue her own sexual education and runs
away with an albino boy, and suspecting her mother's
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involvement with another man, sets out to reveal the
affair.

A Gesture Life
“Watching a talented writer take a risk is one of the
pleasures of devoted reading, and On Such a Full Sea
provides all that and more. . . . With On Such a Full
Sea, [Chang-rae Lee] has found a new way to explore
his old preoccupation: the oft-told tale of the
desperate, betraying, lonely human heart.”—Andrew
Sean Greer, The New York Times Book Review “I've
never been a fan of grand hyperbolic declarations in
book reviews, but faced with On Such a Full Sea, I
have no choice but to ask: Who is a greater novelist
than Chang-rae Lee today?”—Porochista Khakpour,
The Los Angeles Times From the beloved awardwinning author of Native Speaker and The
Surrendered, a highly provocative, deeply affecting
story of one woman’s legendary quest in a shocking,
future America. On Such a Full Sea takes Chang-rae
Lee’s elegance of prose, his masterly storytelling, and
his long-standing interests in identity, culture, work,
and love, and lifts them to a new plane. Stepping from
the realistic and historical territories of his previous
work, Lee brings us into a world created from scratch.
Against a vividly imagined future America, Lee tells a
stunning, surprising, and riveting story that will
change the way readers think about the world they
live in. In a future, long-declining America, society is
strictly stratified by class. Long-abandoned urban
neighborhoods have been repurposed as highwalled,
self-contained labor colonies. And the members of the
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labor class—descendants of those brought over en
masse many years earlier from environmentally
ruined provincial China—find purpose and identity in
their work to provide pristine produce and fish to the
small, elite, satellite charter villages that ring the
labor settlement. In this world lives Fan, a female fishtank diver, who leaves her home in the B-Mor
settlement (once known as Baltimore), when the man
she loves mysteriously disappears. Fan’s journey to
find him takes her out of the safety of B-Mor, through
the anarchic Open Counties, where crime is rampant
with scant governmental oversight, and to a faraway
charter village, in a quest that will soon become
legend to those she left behind.

Selfhood Versus Duty
In the tradition of Native Speaker and The Family
Fang, Matthew Salesses weaves together the tangled
threads of identity, love, growing up, and
relationships in his stunning first novel, The Hundred
Year Flood. This beautiful and dreamlike debut follows
twenty-two-year-old Tee as he escapes to Prague in
the wake of his uncle's suicide and the aftermath of
9/11. Tee tries to convince himself that living in a new
place will mean a new identity and a chance to shed
the parallels between him and his adopted father. His
life intertwines with Pavel Picasso, a painter famous
for revolution; Katka, his equally alluring wife; and
Picasso's partner--a giant of a man with an American
name. In the shadow of a looming flood that comes
every one hundred years, Tee contemplates his own
place in life as both mixed and adopted and as an
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American in a strange land full of heroes, myths, and
ghosts.

Escape to Gold Mountain
Understanding Chang-rae Lee
A 2018 Caldecott Honor Book that Kirkus Reviews
calls "a must-read for our times," A Different Pond is
an unforgettable story about a simple event - a longago fishing trip. Graphic novelist Thi Bui and
acclaimed poet Bao Phi deliver a powerful, honest
glimpse into a relationship between father and son and between cultures, old and new. As a young boy,
Bao and his father awoke early, hours before his
father's long workday began, to fish on the shores of
a small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many other
anglers, Bao and his father fished for food, not
recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family.
Between hope-filled casts, Bao's father told him about
a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. Thi
Bui's striking, evocative art paired with Phi's expertly
crafted prose has earned this powerful picture books
six starred reviews and numerous awards.

A Different Pond
The history of Chinese immigration to Canada and the
US over the past 100-plus years has been fraught
with sadness and indignity; newcomers to North
America encountered discrimination, subjugation, and
separation from loved ones. As well, in Canada the
Page 24/28

Download Ebook Native Speaker Chang Rae Lee
Chinese head tax was introduced after the Canadian
Parliament passed the Chinese Immigration Act of
1885 to discourage Chinese immigrants, while in the
US, the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act outright banned
Chinese immigration to America. Despite such
obstacles, these Chinese newcomers persevered in
order to create a better life for the generations to
come. Escape to Gold Mountain is the first graphic
novel to tell their story: based on historical
documents and interviews with elders, this is a vivid
history of the Chinese in their search for "Gold
Mountain" (the Chinese colloquialism for North
America) as seen through the eyes of the Wong
family. They traverse the challenges of eking out an
existence in their adopted homeland with hope and
determination, creating a poignant immigrant's
legacy for their sons and daughters. Escape to Gold
Mountain is a moving and gripping story for all young
North Americans. Ages 12 and up.

Little Failure
A visit from his daughter and her fiancé from Oregon
prompts Jerry Battle to reassess his life, his family
relationships, his professional success, and his
disengagement from those around him, as he reflects
on his professional success and his love of flying solo,
in a novel set in an upper-middle-class suburban Long
Island community. Reprint.

Native Speaker
A Study Guide for Chang-Rae Lee's "Native Speaker,"
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excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.
This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading;
and much more. For any literature project, trust
Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

Asian American Short Story Writers
The second novel from the critically acclaimed New
York Times–bestselling author Chang-rae Lee. His
remarkable debut novel was called "rapturous" (The
New York Times Book Review), "revelatory" (Vogue),
and "wholly innovative" (Kirkus Reviews). It was the
recipient of six major awards, including the
prestigious Hemingway Foundation/PEN award. Now
Chang-rae Lee has written a powerful and beautifully
crafted second novel that leaves no doubt about the
extraordinary depth and range of his talent. A Gesture
Life is the story of a proper man, an upstanding
citizen who has come to epitomize the decorous
values of his New York suburban town. Courteous,
honest, hardworking, and impenetrable, Franklin
Hata, a Japanese man of Korean birth, is careful never
to overstep his boundaries and to make his neighbors
comfortable in his presence. Yet as his story unfolds,
precipitated by the small events surrounding him, we
see his life begin to unravel. Gradually we learn the
mystery that has shaped the core of his being: his
terrible, forbidden love for a young Korean Comfort
Woman when he served as a medic in the Japanese
army during World War II. In A Gesture Life, Changrae Lee leads us with dazzling control through a taut,
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suspenseful story about love, family, and
community—and the secrets we harbor. As in Native
Speaker, he writes of the ways outsiders conform in
order to survive and the price they pay for doing so. It
is a haunting, breathtaking display of talent by an
acclaimed young author.
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