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The Ecco Anthology of International Poetry
Attending the deathbed of a renowned mathematician, his second wife and adult
children reflect on their personal demons, including the son's pretty wife, who has
caught the attention of the mischievous god Zeus.

War & War
The Mystic Masseur
Gyula Krúdy is a marvelous writer who haunted the taverns of Budapest and lived
on its streets while turning out a series of mesmerizing, revelatory novels that are
among the masterpieces of modern literature. Krúdy conjures up a world that is
entirely his own—dreamy, macabre, comic, and erotic—where urbane
sophistication can erupt without warning into passion and madness. In Sunflower
young Eveline leaves the city and returns to her country estate to escape the
memory of her desperate love for the unscrupulous charmer Kálmán. There she
encounters the melancholy Álmos-Dreamer, who is languishing for love of her, and
is visited by the bizarre and beautiful Miss Maszkerádi, a woman who is a force of
nature. The plot twists and turns; elemental myth mingles with sheer farce: Krúdy
brilliantly illuminates the shifting contours and acid colors of the landscape of
desire. John Bátki’s outstanding translation of Sunflower is the perfect introduction
to the world of Gyula Krúdy, a genius as singular as Robert Walser, Bruno Schulz,
or Joseph Roth.

The Robber
“What you have loved remains yours.” Thus speaks the irresistible rogue Sindbad,
ironic hero of these fantastic tales, who has seduced and abandoned countless
women over the course of centuries but never lost one, for he returns to visit them
all—ladies, actresses, housemaids—in his memories and dreams. From the bustling
streets of Budapest to small provincial towns where nothing ever seems to change,
the roaming consciousness of this ghostly Lothario comes upon his old flames
under windows where they first courted, along the banks of the Danube in which
they drowned, in churches and in graveyards, where Eros and Thanatos tryst. As
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the women pour out their tales of happy and unhappy love since he left them, lies,
bad behavior, and fickleness on both sides are forgiven, and love is reaffirmed as
the only thing worth persevering for, weeping for, and living for. Hugely popular in
his native Hungary and throughout Eastern Europe, The Adventures of Sindbad is
Gyula Krúdy’s most famous book and a tender evocation of the autumn of the
Habsburg Empire.

Specimen Tank
A New York Times bestseller by the author of Sophie’s Choice: Two Americans
search for the truth about a mysterious long-ago murder in Italy. Shortly after
World War II, in the village of Sambuco, Italy, two men—Virginia attorney Peter
Leverett and South Carolina artist Cass Kinsolving—crossed paths with Mason
Flagg. They both had their own reactions to the gregarious and charismatic movie
mogul’s son. For the impressionable Peter, it was something close to awe. For the
alcoholic Cass, it was unsettled rage. Then, after the rape and murder of a peasant
girl, Mason’s body was found at the base of a cliff—an apparent suicide. He’d been
distraught, the authorities said, over committing such a heinous crime. Peter and
Cass went their separate ways, and never spoke of it again. Now, years later, Peter
is still haunted by what he knows—and by what he doesn’t. He’s sought out Cass in
Charleston for closure, and something close to the truth. Together both men will
share their tales of that terrible season in Italy, each with their own ghosts—and
their own reasons to exorcise them. But neither Peter nor Cass is prepared for
where this path of revenge, complicity, and atonement will take them. A profound
exploration of the evil that men do, and what the innocent must endure to
accommodate it, Set This House on Fire is more than a byzantine murder mystery,
it’s “one of the finest novels of our times” from the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of
The Confessions of Nat Turner, Darkness Visible, and other modern classics (San
Francisco Chronicle). This ebook features a new illustrated biography of William
Styron, including original letters, rare photos, and never-before-seen documents
from the Styron family and the Duke University Archives.

Tranquility
Suppose I were to begin by saying that I had fallen in love with a color . . . A lyrical,
philosophical, and often explicit exploration of personal suffering and the
limitations of vision and love, as refracted through the color blue. With Bluets,
Maggie Nelson has entered the pantheon of brilliant lyric essayists. Maggie Nelson
is the author of numerous books of poetry and nonfiction, including Something
Bright, Then Holes (Soft Skull Press, 2007) and Women, the New York School, and
Other True Abstractions (University of Iowa Press, 2007). She lives in Los Angeles
and teaches at the California Institute of the Arts.

The Fires of Autumn
A young, well-born Osaka widow, Sonoko Kakiuchi, describes her husband's
humiliation and the influence of a beautiful and totally corrupt art student on their
lives, in a novel set in the 1920s
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Joining Hitler's Crusade
When Sarah came to the prairie, Anna and her brother Caleb worried that she
would not stay and be their new mother. But Sarah fell in love with Caleb and
Anna, and with their father, Jacob. Together they became a family. Jacob is a man
of the land but for Sarah, the prairie isn't yet her home. So when a drought
threatens to devastate their way of life, Jacob must save the farm. But the children
go back to the home Sarah knew first, Maine, where there is family and an ocean.
But will they ever be a family again on the prairie?

Living by Fiction
Living by Fiction is written for--and dedicated to--people who love literature.
Dealing with writers such as Nabokov, Barth, Coover, Pynchon, Borges, García
Márquez, Beckett, and Calvino, Annie Dillard shows why fiction matters and how it
can reveal more of the modern world and modern thinking than all the academic
sciences combined. Like Joyce Cary's Art and Reality, this is a book by a writer on
the issues raised by the art of literature. Readers of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek and
Holy the Firm will recognize Dillard's vivid writing, her humor, and the lively way in
which she tackles the urgent questions of meaning in experience itself.

Nightwood
In The Stain Rikki Ducornet tells the story of a young girl named Charlotte, branded
with a furry birthmark in the shape of a dancing hare, regarded as the mark of
Satan. "Sadistic nuns, scatology, butchered animals, monkish rapists, and Satan"
(Kirkus), as well as the village exorcist, inhabit this bawdy tale of perversion,
power, possession, and the rape of innocence. Ducornet weaves an intricate design
of fantasy and reality, at once surreal, hilarious, and terrifying.

The Infinities
At the beginning of this book, a masterpiece of African literature, Clarence, a white
man, has been shipwrecked and stranded on the coast of Africa. Brimful of selfimportance, he demands to see the king, but the king has just left for the south of
his realm. Traveling through an increasingly phantasmagoric landscape in the
company of a beggar and two roguish boys, Clarence is slowly stripped of his
pretensions, until he is sold as a slave to the royal harem. But in the end Clarence's
bewildering journey is the occasion of a revelation, as he discovers the image, both
shameful and beautiful, of his own strange humanity in the alien figure of the king.

A Radiance
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from
the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United
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States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Skylark
"The Tanners is a contender for Funniest Book of the Year."—The Village Voice The
Tanners, Robert Walser’s amazing 1907 novel of twenty chapters, is now
presented in English for the very first time, by the award-winning translator Susan
Bernofsky. Three brothers and a sister comprise the Tanner family—Simon, Kaspar,
Klaus, and Hedwig: their wanderings, meetings, separations, quarrels, romances,
employment and lack of employment over the course of a year or two are the
threads from which Walser weaves his airy, strange and brightly gorgeous fabric.
“Walser’s lightness is lighter than light,” as Tom Whalen said in Bookforum:
“buoyant up to and beyond belief, terrifyingly light.” Robert Walser—admired
greatly by Kafka, Musil, and Walter Benjamin—is a radiantly original author. He has
been acclaimed “unforgettable, heart-rending” (J.M. Coetzee), “a bewitched
genius” (Newsweek), and “a major, truly wonderful, heart-breaking writer” (Susan
Sontag). Considering Walser’s “perfect and serene oddity,” Michael Hofmann in
The London Review of Books remarked on the “Buster Keaton-like indomitably sad
cheerfulness [that is] most hilariously disturbing.” The Los Angeles Times called
him “the dreamy confectionary snowflake of German language fiction. He also
might be the single most underrated writer of the 20th century.The gait of his
language is quieter than a kitten’s.” “A clairvoyant of the small” W. G. Sebald calls
Robert Walser, one of his favorite writers in the world, in his acutely beautiful,
personal, and long introduction, studded with his signature use of photographs.

Quicksand
The eagerly anticipated new novel from the inimitable Martin Amis. Summer 1970
— a long, hot summer. In a castle in Italy, half a dozen young lives are afloat on
the sea of change, trapped inside the history of the sexual revolution. The girls are
acting like boys, and the boys are going on acting like boys, and Keith Nearing —
twenty years old, a literature student all clogged up with the English novel — is
struggling to twist feminism and the rise of women towards his own ends. The
sexual revolution may have been a velvet revolution (in at least two senses), but it
wasn't bloodless — and now, in the twenty-first century, the year 1970 finally
catches up with Keith Nearing. The Pregnant Widow is a comedy of manners and a
nightmare, brilliant, haunting and gloriously risqué. It is Martin Amis at his fearless
best. From the Hardcover edition.

Set This House on Fire
From the winner of the 2015 Man Booker International Prize A novel of awesome
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beauty and power by the Hungarian master, Laszla Krasznahorkai. Winner of a
2005 PEN Translation Fund Award. War and War, Laszla Krasznahorkai's second
novel in English from New Directions, begins at a point of danger: on a dark train
platform Korim is on the verge of being attacked by thuggish teenagers and
robbed; and from here, we are carried along by the insistent voice of this nervous
clerk. Desperate, at times almost mad, but also keenly empathic, Korim has
discovered in a small Hungarian town's archives an antique manuscript of startling
beauty: it narrates the epic tale of brothers-in-arms struggling to return home from
a disastrous war. Korim is determined to do away with himself, but before he can
commit suicide, he feels he must escape to New York with the precious manuscript
and commit it to eternity by typing it all on the world-wide web. Following Korim
with obsessive realism through the streets of New York (from his landing in a
Bowery flophouse to his moving far uptown with a mad interpreter), War and War
relates his encounters with a fascinating range of humanity, a world torn between
viciousness and mysterious beauty. Following the eight chapters of War and War is
a short "prequel acting as a sequel," "Isaiah," which brings us to a dark bar, years
before in Hungary, where Korim rants against the world and threatens suicide.
Written like nothing else (turning single sentences into chapters), War and War
affirms W. G. Sebald's comment that Krasznahorkai's prose "far surpasses all the
lesser concerns of contemporary writing."

The Life of a Good-For-Nothing
In this remarkable anthology, introduced and edited by Ilya Kaminsky and Susan
Harris, poetic visions from the twentieth century will be reinforced and in many
ways revised. Here, alongside renowned masters, are internationally celebrated
poets who have rarely, if ever, been translated into English.

Sunflower
The gripping tale of two eccentric city dwellers, Wally and Jane, caught in a
downward spiral of East Village urban squalor and decay until they reply to a
newspaper ad seeking paid volunteers to test pharmaceuticals in New Jersey. Evil
Doctors, suggestive nusrses, arrogant politicians and bad breathed porn starlets
lurk in dank bars and empty hallways in this splatterpunk thriller.

Plainwater
Tranquility is a living seismograph of the internal quakes and ruptures of a mother
and son trapped within an Oedipal nightmare amidst the suffocating totalitarian
embrace of Communist Hungary. Andor Weér, a thirty-six-year-old writer, lives in a
cramped apartment with his shut-in mother, Rebeka, who was once among the
most celebrated stage actresses in Budapest. Unable to withstand her maniacal
tyranny but afraid to leave her alone, their bitter interdependence spirals into a
Sartrian hell of hatred, lies, and appeasement. Then Andor meets the beautiful and
nurturing Eszter, a woman who seems to have no past, and they fall wildly in love
at first sight. With a fulfilling life seemingly within reach for the first time, Andor
decides that he is ready to bring Eszter home to meet Mother. Though Bartis’s
characters are unrepentantly neurotic and dressed in the blackest humor, his
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empathy for them is profound. A political farce of the highest ironic order,
concluding that "freedom is a condition unsuitable for humans," Tranquility is
ultimately, at its splanchnic core, a complex psychodrama turned inside out,
revealing with visceral splendor the grotesque notion that there’s nothing funnier
than unhappiness.

The Slaves of Solitude
The poetry and prose collected in Plainwater are a testament to the extraordinary
imagination of Anne Carson, a writer described by Michael Ondaatje as "the most
exciting poet writing in English today." Succinct and astonishingly beautiful, these
pieces stretch the boundaries of language and literary form, while juxtaposing
classical and modern traditions. Carson envisions a present-day interview with a
seventh-century BC poet, and offers miniature lectures on topics as varied as
orchids and Ovid. She imagines the muse of a fifteenth-century painter attending a
phenomenology conference in Italy. She constructs verbal photographs of a series
of mysterious towns, and takes us on a pilgrimage in pursuit of the elusive and
intimate anthropology of water. Blending the rhythm and vivid metaphor of poetry
with the discursive nature of the essay, the writings in Plainwater dazzle us with
their invention and enlighten us with their erudition.

Gaha
It is 1900, give or take a few years. The Vajkays—call them Mother and
Father—live in Sárszeg, a dead-end burg in the provincial heart of the AustroHungarian Empire. Father retired some years ago to devote his days to
genealogical research and quaint questions of heraldry. Mother keeps house. Both
are utterly enthralled with their daughter, Skylark. Unintelligent, unimaginative,
unattractive, and unmarried, Skylark cooks and sews for her parents and anchors
the unremitting tedium of their lives. Now Skylark is going away, for one week
only, it’s true, but a week that yawns endlessly for her parents. What will they do?
Before they know it, they are eating at restaurants, reconnecting with old friends,
attending the theater. And this is just a prelude to Father’s night out at the Panther
Club, about which the less said the better. Drunk, in the light of dawn Father
surprises himself and Mother with his true, buried, unspeakable feelings about
Skylark. Then, Skylark is back. Is there a world beyond the daily grind and life's
creeping disappointments? Kosztolányi’s crystalline prose, perfect comic timing,
and profound human sympathy conjure up a tantalizing beauty that lies on the far
side of the irredeemably ordinary. To that extent, Skylark is nothing less than a
magical book.

Skylark
The Little Town Where Time Stood Still contains two linked narratives by the
incomparable Bohumil Hrabal, whom Milan Kundera has described as
“Czechoslovakia’s greatest writer.” “Cutting It Short” is set before World War II in a
small country town, and it relates the scandalizing escapades of Maryška, the
flamboyant wife of Francin, who manages the local brewery. Maryška drinks. She
rides a bicycle, letting her long hair fly. She butchers pigs, frolics in blood, and
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leads on the local butcher. She’s a Madame Bovary without apologies driven to
keep up with the new fast-paced mechanized modern world that is obliterating
whatever sleepy pieties are left over from the defunct Austro-Hungarian Empire.
“The Little Town Where Time Stood Still” is told by Maryška and Francin’s son and
concerns the exploits of his Uncle Pepin, who holds his own against the occupying
Nazis but succumbs to silence as the new post–World War II Communist order
cements its colorless control over daily life. Together, Hrabal’s rousing and
outrageous yarns stand as a hilarious and heartbreaking tribute to the always
imperiled sweetness of lust, love, and life.

Shattering the Great Doubt
"Sonie Marburg gazes across the bay at Boston's gleaming State House and
dreams of escaping form her childhood home, a cobbler's shack echoing with the
recriminations of her beautiful Russian mother. All her hopes seem to come true
when a summer visitor, Miss Pride, whisks her off to the shadowy libraries and
gilded salons of Beacon Hill. But Sonie finds that she is doomed to remain forever
an outsider, hovering on the fringes of a privileged world"--

The Man who Loved Only Numbers
The fiery and enigmatic masterpiece-one of the greatest novels of the Modernist
era.

Sunflower
When Bruce Duffy’s The World As I Found It was first published more than twenty
years ago, critics and readers were bowled over by its daring reimagining of the
lives of three very different men, the philosophers Bertrand Russell,G. E. Moore,
and Ludwig Wittgenstein. A brilliant group portrait with the vertiginous
displacements of twentieth-century life looming large in the background, Duffy’s
novel depicts times and places as various as Vienna 1900, the trenches of World
War I, Bloomsbury, and the colleges of Cambridge, while the complicated main
characters appear not only in thought and dispute but in love and despair.
Wittgenstein, a strange, troubled, and troubling man of gnawing contradictions, is
at the center of a novel that reminds us that the apparently abstract and formal
questions that animate philosophy are nothing less than the intractable matters of
life and death.

Incidents in the Rue Laugier
When his father died, J. R. Ackerley was shocked to discover that he had led a
secret life. And after Ackerley himself died, he left a surprise of his own—this coolly
considered, unsparingly honest account of his quest to find out the whole truth
about the man who had always eluded him in life. But Ackerley’s pursuit of his
father is also an exploration of the self, making My Father and Myself a pioneering
record, at once sexually explicit and emotionally charged, of life as a gay man. This
witty, sorrowful, and beautiful book is a classic of twentieth-century memoir.
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Villa Triste
When "Austrian" teenage sisters Irmela & Elma von Doderer meet Bob Martin in a
bar one day, their life takes a turn for the better. But it doesn't take long for Bob to
plunge them into a nightmare of murder, fraud and civil war. The year is 2540 and
the place is Los Angeles. Not much has changed.

Boston Adventure
A ground-breaking study that looks at why European nations sent troops to take
part in Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union.

The Radiance of the King
Maud Gonthier yearns for an escape from the cocoon of the bourgeois modesty.
The splendid, caddish David Tyler appears to offer one. In this stylish, deeply
knowing novel by the author of Hotel du Lac, Maud's seduction creates a chemistry
of longing, sensuality, and betrayal--with a surprising climax. 240 pp.

Bluets
The narrator of Villa Triste, an anxious, roving, stateless young man of eighteen,
arrives in a small French lakeside town near Switzerland in the early 1960s. The
young man hides among the other summer visitors until he meets a beautiful
young actress named Yvonne Jacquet, and a strange doctor, Ren Meinthe. These
two invite him into their world of soirees and late-night debauchery. But when real
life beckons once again, he finds no sympathy from his new companions. Modiano
has written a haunting novel that captures lost youth and the search for identity.

The Crimson Coach
The Robber, Robert Walser?s last novel, tells the story of a dreamer on a journey of
self-discovery. It is a hybrid of love story, tragedy, and farce, with a protagonist
who sweet-talks teaspoons, flirts with important politicians, plays maidservant to
young boys, and uses a passerby?s mouth as an ashtray. Walser?s novel spoofs
the stiff-upper-lipped European petit bourgeois and its nervous reactions to
whatever threatens the stability of its worldview.

The World As I Found It
England in the middle of World War II, a war that seems fated to go on forever, a
war that has become a way of life. Heroic resistance is old hat. Everything is in
short supply, and tempers are even shorter. Overwhelmed by the terrors and rigors
of the Blitz, middle-aged Miss Roach has retreated to the relative safety and
stupefying boredom of the suburban town of Thames Lockdon, where she rents a
room in a boarding house run by Mrs. Payne. There the savvy, sensible, decent, but
all-too-meek Miss Roach endures the dinner-table interrogations of Mr. Thwaites
and seeks to relieve her solitude by going out drinking and necking with a wayward
American lieutenant. Life is almost bearable until Vicki Kugelmann, a seeming
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friend, moves into the adjacent room. That’s when Miss Roach’s troubles really
begin. Recounting an epic battle of wills in the claustrophobic confines of the
boarding house, Patrick Hamilton’s The Slaves of Solitude, with a delightfully
improbable heroine, is one of the finest and funniest books ever written about the
trials of a lonely heart.

Birchwood
The first of Naipaul’s twelve novels tells of the meteoric rise and hilarious
metamorphosis of Ganesh Ramsumair from failed primary schoolteacher and
struggling masseur to author, revered mystic, peerless politician and the most
popular man in Trinidad. From the Trade Paperback edition.

My Father and Myself
The biography of a mathematical genius. Paul Erdos was the most prolific pure
mathematician in history and, arguably, the strangest too. 'A mathematical genius
of the first order, Paul Erdos was totally obsessed with his subject -- he thought and
wrote mathematics for nineteen hours a day until he died. He travelled constantly,
living out of a plastic bag and had no interest in food, sex, companionship, art -- all
that is usually indispensible to a human life. Paul Hoffman, in this marvellous
biography, gives us a vivid and strangely moving portrait of this singular creature,
one that brings out not only Erdos's genius and his oddness, but his warmth and
sense of fun, the joyfulness of his strange life.' Oliver Sacks For six decades Erdos
had no job, no hobbies, no wife, no home; he never learnt to cook, do laundry,
drive a car and died a virgin. Instead he travelled the world with his mother in tow,
arriving at the doorstep of esteemed mathematicians declaring 'My brain is open'.
He travelled until his death at 83, racing across four continents to prove as many
theorems as possible, fuelled by a diet of espresso and amphetamines. With more
than 1,500 papers written or co-written,

The Stain
Gyula Krúdy is a marvelous writer who haunted the taverns of Budapest and lived
on its streets while turning out a series of mesmerizing, revelatory novels that are
among the masterpieces of modern literature. Krúdy conjures up a world that is
entirely his own--dreamy, macabre, comic, and erotic--where urbane sophistication
can erupt without warning into passion and madness. In Sunflower young Eveline
leaves the city and returns to her country estate to escape the memory of her
desperate love for the unscrupulous charmer Kálmán. There she encounters the
melancholy Álmos-Dreamer, who is languishing for love of her, and is visited by the
bizarre and beautiful Miss Maszkerádi, a woman who is a force of nature. The plot
twists and turns; elemental myth mingles with sheer farce: Krúdy brilliantly
illuminates the shifting contours and acid colors of the landscape of desire. John
Bátki's outstanding translation of Sunflower is the perfect introduction to the world
of Gyula Krúdy, a genius as singular as Robert Walser, Bruno Schulz, or Joseph
Roth.

The Tanners
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Huatou is a skillful method for breaking through the prison of mental habits into
the spacious mind of enlightenment. The huatou is a confounding question much
like a Zen koan. Typical ones are "What is wu [nothingness]?" or "What was my
original face before birth-and-death?" But a huatou is unlike a koan in that the aim
is not to come up with an answer. The practice is simple: ask yourself your huatou
relentlessly, in meditation as well as in every other activity. Don't give up on it;
don't try to think your way to an answer. Resolve to live with the sensation of
doubt that arises, and it will pervade your entire existence with a sense of
profound wonder, ultimately leading to the shattering of the sense of an
independent self. Master Sheng Yen brings the traditional practice to life in this
practical guide based on talks he gave during a series of huatou retreats. He
teaches the method in detail, giving advice for dealing with the typical pitfalls and
problems that arise, and answering retreat participants' questions as they
experience the practice themselves. He then offers commentary on four classic
huatou texts, grounding his instructions in the teaching of the great Chan masters.

The Pregnant Widow
The legends of Prague
A rare art history classic that The New York Times calls a “delightful, scholarly and
gossipy romp through the character and conduct of artists from antiquity to the
French Revolution.” “This book is fascinating to read because of the abundant
quotations which bring to life so many remarkable individuals.”–The New York
Review of Books Born Under Saturn is a classic work of scholarship that presents,
in the words of the great art historian Meyer Schapiro, “an enthralling story of the
changing behavior of artists through the centuries.” Here Rudolf and Margot
Wittkower explore the idea of artistic madness. It is an idea, as the Wittkowers
demonstrate, that comes into its own in the Renaissance, as part of the new bid by
visual artists to distinguish themselves from the mere craftsmen with whom they
had been lumped together in the past. The alienated artist, the Wittkowers show, is
very much a creation of the modern era. Of course, not all artists have been mad,
and what makes the Wittkowers’ book so much fun to read is that it’s crammed
with anecdotes about all kinds of artists, famous, infamous, and utterly obscure.
Suicide, celibacy, weird hobbies, crime, brawling, miserliness, licentiousness, and
much more illustrate a book that is a comprehensive, quirky, and endlessly
stimulating resource for every student and lover of the arts.

The Little Town Where Time Stood Still
An early classic from the Man Booker-prize winning author of The Sea. I am
therefore I think. So starts John Banville’s 1973 novel Birchwood, a novel that
centers around Gabriel Godkin and his return to his dilapidated family estate. After
years away, Gabriel returns to a house filled with memories and despair. Delving
deep into family secrets—a cold father, a tortured mother, an insane
grandmother—Gabriel also recalls his first encounters with love and loss. At once a
novel of a family, of isolation, and of a blighted Ireland, Birchwood is a remarkable
and complex story about the end of innocence for one boy and his country, told in
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the brilliantly styled prose of one of our most essential writers.

The Adventures of Sindbad
Family stories and extraordinary images glow throughout this compelling debut
collection from an award-winning author, like the disc of uranium buried in her
grandfather's backyard. A Radiance 'gives glimpses into a world both
contemporary and deeply attuned to history - the embattled history of a family, but
also of the American South where the author grew up.'

Born Under Saturn
This panoramic exploration of French life between the wars reads like a prequel to
Irène Némirovsky’s international bestseller Suite Française. At the end of the First
World War, Bernard Jacquelain returns from the trenches a changed man. Broken
by the unspeakable horrors he has witnessed, he becomes addicted to the lure of
wealth and success. He wallows in the corruption and excess of post-war Paris, but
when his lover abandons him, Bernard turns to a childhood friend for comfort. For
ten years, he lives the good bourgeois life, but when the drums of war begin to
sound again, everything around which he has rebuilt himself starts to crumble, and
the future—of his marriage and of his country—suddenly becomes terribly
uncertain. Written after Némirovsky fled Paris in 1940, just two years before her
death, and first published in France in 1957, The Fires of Autumn is a coruscating,
tragic novel of war and its aftermath, and of the ugly color it can turn a man's soul.
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