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A Book Forged in Hell
Everything you need to know about Spinoza's Ethics
in one volume.The Ethics presents a complete
metaphysical, epistemological and ethical world-view
that is immensely inspiring. However, it is also an
extremely difficult text to read. This book takes
readers through the text, stopping at the most
perplexing passages to explain key terms, unfold
arguments, offer concrete examples and raise
questions for further thought. It is designed to be read
alongside the Ethics, enabling students to think
critically about Spinoza's views and build an
understanding of his complex system.

The Young Spinoza
The Perfection of Freedom seeks to respond to the
impoverished conventional notion of freedom through
a recovery of an understanding rich with possibilities
yet all but forgotten in contemporary thought. This
understanding, developed in different but
complementary ways in the German thinkers Schiller,
Schelling, and Hegel, connects freedom, not
exclusively with power and possibility, but rather
most fundamentally with completion, wholeness, and
actuality. What is unique here is specifically the
interpretation of freedom in terms of form, whether it
be aesthetic form (Schiller), organic form (Schelling),
or social form (Hegel). Although this book presents
serious criticisms of the three philosophers, it shows
that they open up new avenues for reflection on the
notion of freedom; avenues that promise to overcome
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many of the dichotomies that continue to haunt
contemporary thought--for example, between
freedom and order, freedom and nature, and self and
other. The Perfection of Freedom offers not only a
significantly new interpretation of Schiller, Schelling,
and Hegel, it also proposes a modernity more
organically rooted in the ancient and classical
Christian worlds.

Spinoza's 'Ethics'
Improvement of the Understanding,
Ethics and Correspondence
Offers a fluent and readable translation of the
Eudemian Ethics, including explanatory notes.

Spinoza: The Complete Works
Spinoza is a key figure in modern philosophy. Ethics is
his most studied and well known work. Being both upto-date and clear, this Guidebook is designed to lead
the reader through this complex seminal text.
Spinoza's Ethics introduces and assess: * Spinoza'a
life, and its connection with his thought * The text of
the Ethics * Spinoza's continuing relevence to
contemporary philosophy

On the Improvement of the
Understanding
The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first
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time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of
Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher's work. This
first volume contains Spinoza's single most important
work, the Ethics, and four earlier works: the Treatise
on the Emendation of the Intellect, the Short Treatise
on God, Man, and His Well-Being, Descartes'
"Principles of Philosophy," and Metaphysical
Thoughts. Also included are Spinoza's letters from the
periods when these works were being written. The
elaborate editorial apparatus—including prefaces,
notes, glossary, and indexes—assists the reader in
understanding one of the world's most fascinating,
but also most difficult, philosophers. Of particular
interest is the glossary-index, which provides
extensive commentary on Spinoza's technical
vocabulary. A milestone of scholarship more than
forty-five years in the making, The Collected Works of
Spinoza is an essential edition for anyone with a
serious interest in Spinoza or the history of
philosophy.

Aristotle: Eudemian Ethics
Continuum's Guides for the Perplexed are clear,
concise and accessible introductions to thinkers,
writers and subjects that students and readers can
find especially challenging. Concentrating specifically
on what it is that makes the subject difficult to
fathom, these books explain and explore key themes
and ideas, guiding the reader towards a thorough
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understanding of demanding material. Benedict de
Spinoza is a major philosopher of enduring influence
and importance, whose work is encountered by all
serious students of Western philosophy; his Ethics is
one of the seminal works of moral, religious and
political thought. Nevertheless, Spinoza is a
considerable challenge for the modern student; his
language, rooted in the vocabulary of late Medieval
scholasticism is frequently opaque, while the esoteric
themes explored in his work often require elucidation.
Spinoza: A Guide for the Perplexed provides that
elucidation, offering a thorough account and analysis
of Spinoza's key works and overall philosophical
project. The text equips the reader with the necessary
means to draw full and clear understanding from
Spinoza's often inaccessible language and complex
philosophical system and method. His Ethics and
political treatises are covered in detail; Spinoza's
'geometrical' approach to his subject is opened up,
and his obscure terminology fully explained. The book
concludes with a valuable assessment of Spinoza's
enduring influence and his relevance for
contemporary philosophical debates and concerns. It
is an excellent support resource for anyone trying to
get to grips with this challenging and important
philosopher.

Betraying Spinoza
Samuel Shirley’s highly acclaimed translation - based
on Gebhardt’s Heidelberg edition of 1925 - is
presented with a new Introduction by Seymour
Feldman. This edition includes Spinoza’s
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supplementary notes, a general index, and an index
of Biblical references.

The Ethics of Emerging Media
Spinoza Contra Phenomenology fundamentally
recasts the history of postwar French thought,
typically presumed to have been driven by a critique
of reason indebted to Nietzsche and Heidegger.
Although the reception of phenomenology gave rise
to many innovative developments in French
philosophy, from existentialism to deconstruction, not
everyone in France was pleased with this German
import. This book recounts how a series of French
philosophers used Spinoza to erect a bulwark against
the nominally irrationalist tendencies of
phenomenology. From its beginnings in the interwar
years, this rationalism would prove foundational for
Althusser's rethinking of Marxism and Deleuze's
ambitious metaphysics. There has been a renewed
enthusiasm for Spinozism of late by those who see his
work as a kind of neo-vitalism or philosophy of life
and affect. Peden counters this trend by tracking a
decisive and neglected aspect of Spinoza's
philosophy—his rationalism—in a body of thought too
often presumed to have rejected reason. In the
process, he demonstrates that the virtues of Spinoza's
rationalism have yet to be exhausted.

The Ethics; Treatise on the Emendation
of the Intellect; Selected Letters
Benedictus de Spinoza was a Dutch philosopher.
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Benedictus de Spinoza is known for laying the
groundwork for the 18th century Enlightenment and
modern biblical criticism, including modern
conceptions of the self and the universe, he came to
be considered one of the great rationalists of 17th
century philosophy, medieval thought, and ethics &
morality. In Benedictus de Spinoza's Ethics, he
opposes Descartes' mind-body dualism. Ethics earned
Benedictus de Spinoza recognition as one of Western
philosophy's most important medieval thought
thinkers and ethics and morality thinkers. Spinoza's
philosophy encompasses nearly every area of
philosophical discourse, including metaphysics,
epistemology, political philosophy, ethics, philosophy
of mind and philosophy of science. In Ethics, the
refined conceptions of medieval philosophy are
turned against themselves and destroyed entirely by
Benedictus de Spinoza. Ethics is often required
reading for courses in politics & social sciences,
philosophy, medieval thought, and ethics & morality.
This edition of Ethics includes Benedictus de Spinoza's
additional work titled; Treatise on The Emendation of
The Intellect, and it also includes Benedictus de
Spinoza's work titled Correspondence.

Spinoza: Theological-Political Treatise
With meticulous scholarship and an accurate, highly
readable translation, this volume sheds light not only
on Spinoza's debt to Descartes but also on the
development of Spinoza's own thought. Appearing for
the first time in English translation, Lodewijk Meyer's
inaugural dissertation on matter (1683)--relevant for
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its comments on Descartes, Spinoza, and other
thinkers of the time--is appended with notes and a
short commentary. Cross-references to Descartes's
Principles of Philosophy are provided in an index, and
there is an extensive bibliography.

The Essential Spinoza
The Collected Works of Spinoza: Complete Digital
Edition, combining volumes I and II, provides for the
first time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all
of Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher’s work. The
first volume contains Spinoza’s single most important
work, the Ethics, and four earlier works: the Treatise
on the Emendation of the Intellect, the Short Treatise
on God, Man, and His Well-Being, Descartes’
"Principles of Philosophy," and Metaphysical
Thoughts. Also included are Spinoza’s letters from the
periods when these works were being written. The
centerpiece of the second volume is Spinoza’s
Theological-Political Treatise, a landmark work in the
history of biblical scholarship, the first argument for
democracy by a major philosopher, and a forceful
defense of freedom of thought and expression. This
work is accompanied by Spinoza’s later
correspondence, much of which responds to criticism
of the Theological-Political Treatise. The volume also
includes his last work, the unfinished Political
Treatise, which builds on the foundations of the
Theological-Political Treatise to offer plans for the
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organization of nontyrannical monarchies and
aristocracies. The elaborate editorial
apparatus—including prefaces, notes, glossary, and
indexes—assists the reader in understanding one of
the world’s most fascinating, but also most difficult,
philosophers. Of particular interest is the glossaryindex, which provides extensive commentary on
Spinoza’s technical vocabulary. A milestone of
scholarship more than forty-five years in the making,
The Collected Works of Spinoza is an essential edition
for anyone with a serious interest in Spinoza or the
history of philosophy.

Ethics
This Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect etc.,
which we give you here, kind reader, in its unfinished
[that is, defective] state, was written by the author
many years ago now. He always intended to finish it.
But hindered by other occupations, and finally
snatched away by death, he was unable to bring it to
the desired conclusion. But since it contains many
excellent and useful things, which--we have no
doubt--will be of great benefit to anyone sincerely
seeking the truth, we did not wish to deprive you of
them. And so that you would be aware of, and find
less difficult to excuse, the many things that are still
obscure, rough, and unpolished, we wished to warn
you of them. Farewell.

Essays on Spinoza's Ethical Theory
The essays in this volume provide a clear and
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systematic exegesis of Spinoza's thought informed by
the most recent scholarship.

Principles of Cartesian Philosophy
Ex nihilo nihil fit. Philosophy, especially great
philosophy, does not appear out of the blue. In the
current volume, a team of top scholars-both up-andcoming and established-attempts to trace the
philosophical development of one of the greatest
philosophers of all time. Featuring twenty new essays
and an introduction, it is the first attempt of its kind in
English and its appearance coincides with the recent
surge of interest in Spinoza in Anglo-American
philosophy. Spinoza's fame-or notoriety-is due
primarily to his posthumously published magnum
opus, the Ethics, and, to a lesser extent, to the 1670
Theological-Political Treatise. Few readers take the
time to study his early works carefully. If they do,
they are likely to encounter some surprising claims,
which often diverge from, or even utterly contradict,
the doctrines of the Ethics. Consider just a few of
these assertions: that God acts from absolute
freedom of will, that God is a whole, that there are no
modes in God, that extension is divisible and hence
cannot be an attribute of God, and that the
intellectual and corporeal substances are modes in
relation to God. Yet, though these claims reveal some
tension between the early works and the Ethics, there
is also a clear continuity between them. Spinoza
wrote the Ethics over a long period of time, which
spanned most of his philosophical career. The dates
of the early drafts of the Ethics seem to overlap with
Page 10/28

Read Free The Ethics Treatise On Emendation Of
Intellect Selected Letters Baruch Spinoza
the assumed dates of the composition of the Treatise
on the Emendation of the Intellect and the Short
Treatise on God, Man, and His Well Being and precede
the publication of Spinoza's 1663 book on Descartes'
Principles of Philosophy. For this reason, a study of
Spinoza's early works (and correspondence) can
illuminate the nature of the problems Spinoza
addresses in the Ethics, insofar as the views
expressed in the early works help us reconstruct the
development and genealogy of the Ethics. Indeed, if
we keep in mind the common dictum "nothing comes
from nothing"-which Spinoza frequently cites and
appeals to-it is clear that great works like the Ethics
do not appear ex nihilo. In light of the preeminence
and majesty of the Ethics, it is difficult to study the
early works without having the Ethics in sight. Still,
we would venture to say that the value of Spinoza's
early works is not at all limited to their being stations
on the road leading to the Ethics. A teleological
attitude of such a sort would celebrate the works of
the "mature Spinoza" at the expense of the early
works. However, we have no reason to assume that
on all issues the views of the Ethics are better argued,
developed, and motivated than those of the early
works. In other words, we should keep our minds
open to the possibility that on some issues the early
works might contain better analysis and
argumentation than the Ethics.

The Benedict de Spinoza Reader
The Ethics of Emerging Media engages with enduring
ethical questions while addressing critical questions
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concerning ethical boundaries at the forefront of new
media development. This collection provides a rare
opportunity to ask how emerging media affect the
ethical choices in our lives and the lives of people
across the globe. Centering on different new media
forms from eBay to Wikipedia, each chapter raises
questions about how changing media formats affect
current theoretical understanding of ethics. By
interrogating traditional ethical theory, we can better
understand the challenges to ethical decision making
in an age of rapidly evolving media. Each chapter
focuses on a specific case within the broader
conceptual fabric of ethical theory. The case studies
ground the discussion of ethics in practical
applications while, at the same time, addressing
moral dilemmas that have plagued us for generations.
The specific applications will undoubtedly continue to
unfold, but the ethical questions will endure.

Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect
Since their publications in 1982, Samuel Shirley's
translations of Spinoza's Ethics and Selected Letters
have been commended for their accuracy and
readability. Now with the addition of his new
translation of Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect this enlarged edition will be even more useful
to students of Spinoza's thought.

Spinoza
Since their publication in 1982, Samuel Shirley's
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translations of Spinoza's Ethics and Selected Letters
have been commended for their accuracy and
readability. Now with the addition of his new
translation of Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect this enlarged edition will be even more useful
to students of Spinoza's thought.

Spinoza
Spinoza's thought is at the centre of an ever growing
interest. Spinoza's moral philosophy, in particular,
points to a radical way of understanding how human
beings can become free and enjoy supreme
happiness. And yet, there is still much disagreement
about how exactly Spinoza's recipe is supposed to
work. For long time, Spinoza has been presented as
an arch rationalist who would identify in the purely
intellectual cultivation of reason the key for ethical
progress. Andrea Sangiacomo offers a new
understanding of Spinoza's project, by showing how
he himself struggled during his career to develop a
moral philosophy that could speak to human beings
as they actually are (imperfect, passionate, often not
very rational). Spinoza's views significantly evolved
over time. In his early writings, Spinoza's account of
ethical progress towards the Supreme Good relies
mostly on the idea that the mind can build on its
innate knowledge to resist the power of the passions.
Although appropriate social conditions may support
the individual's pursuit of the Supreme Good,
achieving it does not depend essentially on social
factors. In Spinoza's later writings, however, the
emphasis shifts towards the mind's need to rely on
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appropriate forms of social cooperation. Reason
becomes the mental expression of the way the
human body interacts with external causes on the
basis of some degree of agreement in nature with
them. The greater the agreement, the greater the
power of reason to adequately understand universal
features as well as more specific traits of the external
causes. In the case of human beings, certain kinds of
social cooperation are crucial for the development of
reason. This view has crucial ramifications for
Spinoza's account of how individuals can progress
towards the Supreme Good and how a political
science based on Spinoza's principles can contribute
to this goal.

Improvement of the Understanding
The only complete edition in English of Baruch
Spinoza's works, this volume features Samuel
Shirley’s preeminent translations, distinguished at
once by the lucidity and fluency with which they
convey the flavor and meaning of Spinoza’s original
texts. Michael L. Morgan provides a general
introduction that places Spinoza in Western
philosophy and culture and sketches the
philosophical, scientific, religious, moral and political
dimensions of Spinoza’s thought. Morgan’s brief
introductions to each work give a succinct historical,
biographical, and philosophical overview. A
chronology and index are included.

Theological-political Treatise
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Part of the Jewish Encounter series In 1656,
Amsterdam’s Jewish community excommunicated
Baruch Spinoza, and, at the age of twenty–three, he
became the most famous heretic in Judaism. He was
already germinating a secularist challenge to religion
that would be as radical as it was original. He went on
to produce one of the most ambitious systems in the
history of Western philosophy, so ahead of its time
that scientists today, from string theorists to
neurobiologists, count themselves among Spinoza’s
progeny. In Betraying Spinoza, Rebecca Goldstein
sets out to rediscover the flesh-and-blood man often
hidden beneath the veneer of rigorous rationality, and
to crack the mystery of the breach between the
philosopher and his Jewish past. Goldstein argues that
the trauma of the Inquisition’ s persecution of its
forced Jewish converts plays itself out in Spinoza’s
philosophy. The excommunicated Spinoza, no less
than his excommunicators, was responding to Europe’
s first experiment with racial anti-Semitism. Here is a
Spinoza both hauntingly emblematic and deeply
human, both heretic and hero—a surprisingly
contemporary figure ripe for our own uncertain age.
From the Hardcover edition.

Spinoza: A Guide for the Perplexed
The first decade of the twenty-first century saw a
number of best-selling books which not only
challenged the existence of god, but claimed that
religious faith was dangerous and immoral. The New
Atheists, as writers such as Richard Dawkins,
Christopher Hitchens, Sam Harris, and Daniel Dennett
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have become known, sparked a vicious debate over
religion’s place in modern society. In After the New
Atheist Debate, Phil Ryan offers both an elegant
summary of this controversy and a path out of the culde-sac that this argument has become. Drawing on
the social sciences, philosophy, and theology, Ryan
examines the claims of the New Atheists and of their
various religious and secular opponents and finds
both sides wanting. Rather than the mutual
demonization that marks the New Atheist debate,
Ryan argues that modern society needs respectful
ethical dialogue in which citizens present their points
of view and seek to understand the positions of
others. Lucidly written and clearly argued, After the
New Atheist Debate is a book that brings welcome
clarity and a solid path to the often contentious
conversation about religion in the public sphere.

The Cambridge Companion to Spinoza
Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise was published
anonymously in 1670 and immediately provoked huge
debate. Its main goal was to claim that the freedom of
philosophizing can be allowed in a free republic and
that it cannot be abolished without also destroying
the peace and piety of that republic. Spinoza criticizes
the traditional claims of revelation and offers a social
contract theory in which he praises democracy as the
most natural form of government. This Critical Guide
presents essays by well-known scholars in the field
and covers a broad range of topics, including the
political theory and the metaphysics of the work,
religious toleration, the reception of the text by other
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early modern philosophers and the relation of the text
to Jewish thought. It offers valuable perspectives on
this important and influential work.

A Spinoza Reader
"The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first
time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of
Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher's work. The
elaborate editorial apparatus--including prefaces,
notes, glossary, and indexes--assists the reader in
understanding one of the world's most fascinating,
but also most difficult, philosophers. Of particular
interest is the glossary-index, which provides
extensive commentary on Spinoza's technical
vocabulary. A milestone of scholarship more than
forty-five years in the making, The Collected Works of
Spinoza is an essential edition for anyone with a
serious interest in Spinoza or the history of
philosophy."--Inside jacket flap.

The Collected Works of Spinoza, Volume
1
Benedict de Spinoza's writings laid the groundwork for
the 18th century Enlightenment and for modern
Biblical criticism. By virtue of his magnum opus, the
Ethics, Spinoza is considered one of Western
philosophy's definitive ethicists. Men would never be
superstitious, if they could govern all their
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circumstances by set rules, or if they were always
favoured by fortune: but being frequently driven into
straits where rules are useless, and being often kept
fluctuating pitiably between hope and fear by the
uncertainty of fortune's greedily coveted favours,
they are consequently, for the most part, very prone
to credulity. The human mind is readily swayed this
way or that in times of doubt, especially when hope
and fear are struggling for the mastery, though
usually it is boastful, over-confident, and vain. After
experience had taught me that all the usual
surroundings of social life are vain and futile; seeing
that none of the objects of my fears contained in
themselves anything either good or bad, except in so
far as the mind is affected by them, I finally resolved
to inquire whether there might be some real good
having power to communicate itself, which would
affect the mind singly, to the exclusion of all else:
whether, in fact, there might be anything of which the
discovery and attainment would enable me to enjoy
continuous, supreme, and unending happiness.
Spinoza was one of the great rationalists of 17th
century philosophy. He helped lay the groundwork for
the 18th century Enlightenment and modern biblical
criticism. His correspondence helps shed light on his
ethical opinions and positions. Required reading for
those who wish a deeper understanding of the
writings of Benedict de Spinoza.

Spinoza Contra Phenomenology
When it appeared in 1670, Baruch Spinoza's
Theological-Political Treatise was denounced as the
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most dangerous book ever published. Religious and
secular authorities saw it as a threat to faith, social
and political harmony, and everyday morality, and its
author was almost universally regarded as a religious
subversive and political radical who sought to spread
atheism throughout Europe. Steven Nadler tells the
story of this book: its radical claims and their
background in the philosophical, religious, and
political tensions of the Dutch Golden Age, as well as
the vitriolic reaction these ideas inspired. A vivid story
of incendiary ideas and vicious backlash, A Book
Forged in Hell will interest anyone who is curious
about the origin of some of our most cherished
modern beliefs--Jacket p. [2].

Meaning in Spinoza's Method
Thirteen original essays by leading scholars explore
aspects of Spinoza's ethical theory and, in doing so,
deepen our understanding of the richly rewarding
core of his system. Given its importance to his
philosophical ambitions, it is surprising that his ethics
has, until recently, received relatively little scholarly
attention. Anglophone philosophy has tended to focus
on Spinoza's contribution to metaphysics and
epistemology, while philosophy in continental Europe
has tended to show greater interest in his political
philosophy. This tendency is problematic not only
because it overlooks a central part of Spinoza's
project, but also because it threatens to present a
distorted picture of his philosophy. Moreover,
Spinoza's ethics, like other branches of his
philosophy, is complex, difficult, and, at times,
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paradoxical. The essays in this volume advance our
understanding of his ethics and also help us to
appreciate it as the centerpiece of his system. In
addition to resolving interpretive difficulties and
advancing longstanding debates, these essays point
the direction for future research. Spinoza's enduring
contribution to the development of ethical theory, to
early modern philosophy, and indeed to early modern
history generally, provide us with good reason to
follow the lead of these essays.

After the New Atheist Debate
The Ethics is one of the undisputed masterworks of
early modern philosophy. In this single volume
Spinoza offers the reader an unorthodox account of
God, a novel version of the mind-body relation, a
systematic theory of the emotions and a detailed
prescription for human virtue and blessedness. Too
controversial to be published during his lifetime, it
was surreptitiously printed by Spinoza's friends after
his death. Nowadays the Ethics is studied in university
classes as an exemplary work of early modern
rationalism. In Spinoza's 'Ethics': A Reader's Guide, J.
Thomas Cook explains the philosophical background
against which the book was written and the key
themes inherent in the text. The book then guides the
reader to a clear understanding of the text as a
whole, before exploring the reception and influence of
this classic philosophical work. This is the ideal
companion to study of this most influential and
challenging of texts.
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Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to
Spinoza and the Ethics
De Dijn's comprehensive introduction to Spinoza's
philosophy is based on two key texts. He first
provides an in-depth analysis of Spinoza's Treatise on
the Improvement of the Understanding, which De Dijn
characterizes as his introduction to philosophy. This
notoriously difficult text is here made accessible,
even in its details. This analysis is followed by a
comprehensive survey of Spinoza's metaphysics as
presented in his famous Ethics. De Dijn demonstrates
how Spinoza's central philosophical project as
introduced in the Treatise-the linkage of knowledge
and salvation-is perfectly realized in the Ethics. In this
way the unity of Spinoza's thought is shown to consist
in his preoccupation with the "ethical" question of
salvation. The book also contains introductory
chapters on Spinoza's life and work, the original Latin
text of the Treatise and its new English translation by
Edwin Curley, and an annotated bibliography on the
secondary literature.

Spinoza's Ethics
On the Improvement of the Understanding (Or,
Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect ) by
Sephardim philosopher Baruch Spinoza was originally
published in 1677 in Latin under the title of Tractatus
de Intellectus Emendatione. This edition was originally
published in 1883 in English as translated by Robert
Harvey Munro Elwes. The work is unfinished and was
published in the year of Spinoza's death, along with
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Ethica and Tractatus Politicus. In the work, Spinoza
attempts to design a philosophical method that would
allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas
that are necessary for its perfection. It contains, in
addition, reflection upon the various kinds of
knowledge, an extended treatment of definition, and
a lengthy analysis of the nature and causes of doubt.
He discusses, among other topics, perception,
experience, intelligence, memory, and forgetting.

Ethics
Ethics
This anthology of the work of Baruch de Spinoza
(1632-1677) presents the text of Spinoza's
masterwork, the Ethics, in what is now the standard
translation by Edwin Curley. Also included are
selections from other works by Spinoza, chosen by
Curley to make the Ethics easier to understand, and a
substantial introduction that gives an overview of
Spinoza's life and the main themes of his philosophy.
Perfect for course use, the Spinoza Reader is a
practical tool with which to approach one of the
world's greatest but most difficult thinkers, a
passionate seeker of the truth who has been viewed
by some as an atheist and by others as a religious
mystic. The anthology begins with the opening
section of the Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect, which has always moved readers by its
description of the young Spinoza's spiritual quest, his
dissatisfaction with the things people ordinarily strive
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for--wealth, honor, and sensual pleasure--and his
hope that the pursuit of knowledge would lead him to
discover the true good. The emphasis throughout
these selections is on metaphysical, epistemological,
and religious issues: the existence and nature of God,
his relation to the world, the nature of the human
mind and its relation to the body, and the theory of
demonstration, axioms, and definitions. For each of
these topics, the editor supplements the rigorous
discussions in the Ethics with informal treatments
from Spinoza's other works.

Spinoza's Short Treatise on God, Man,
and Human Welfare
Most writers on the emotions and on human conduct
attribute human infirmities and fickleness, not to the
power of nature in general, but to some mysterious
flaw in the nature of man -from Ethics Considered a
rationalist in the ranks of Descartes and Leibniz,
Benedict De Spinoza was so unorthodox in his
philosophies that his writings, published in 1678 just
after his death, were immediately banned in his
homeland of Holland. The spreading influencing of his
thinking could not be stopped, however, and Spinoza
overarching contention-that human happiness could
be achieved only through a reasoned understanding
of the universe-remains provocative and significant
today. This collection, translated from Latin by R.H.M.
Elwes and published in 1901, brings together
Spinoza's best known work, Ethics, in which he
postulates that God and Nature constitute one
deterministic system, a single divine machine, in
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which humans are a vital part; his treatise "On the
Improvement of the Understanding," in which he
discusses the very nature of the mind itself; and a
selection of his correspondence that elucidates his
reasoning. AUTHOR BIO: BENEDICT DE SPINOZA
(1632-1677) was born in Amsterdam to a prosperous
merchant family. He also wrote A Treatise on the
Emendation of the Intellect, which he never
completed, and A Short Treatise on God, Man, and His
Well-Being.

The Perfection of Freedom
Designed to facilitate a thoughtful and informed
reading of Spinoza's Ethics, this anthology provides
the Ethics, related writings, and two valuable
appendices: List of Propositions from the Ethics, which
helps readers to trace the development of key
themes; and Citations in Proofs, a list of all the
propositions, corollaries, and scholia in the Ethics,
together with all the definitions, axioms, propositions,
corollaries, and scholia to which Spinoza refers in the
proofs--thus, readers can locate, for a given item,
each instance where Spinoza refers to it.

Spinoza's 'Theological-Political Treatise'
The Collected Works of Spinoza, Volumes
I and II
The first complete biography of Spinoza in any
language and is based on detailed archival research.
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Spinoza
This book represents a systematic attempt to work
out, in geometric fashion, the nature of God, the
relationship between mind and body, human
psychology and the best way to live.

Spinoza on Reason, Passions, and the
Supreme Good
Readers of Spinoza's philosophy have often been
daunted, and sometimes been enchanted, by the
geometrical method which he employs in his
philosophical masterpiece the Ethics. In Meaning in
Spinoza's Method Aaron Garrett examines this
method and suggests that its purpose, in Spinoza's
view, was not just to present claims and propositions
but also in some sense to change the readers and
allow them to look at themselves and the world in a
different way. His discussion draws not only on
Spinoza's works but also on those of the philosophers
who influenced Spinoza most strongly, including
Hobbes, Descartes, Maimonides and Gersonides. This
controversial book will be of interest to historians of
philosophy and to anyone interested in the relation
between form and content in philosophical works.

The Collected Works of Spinoza
Spinoza's theoretical philosophy is one of the most
radical attempts to construct a pure ontology with a
single infinite substance. This book, which presents
Spinoza's main ideas in dictionary form, has as its
Page 25/28

Read Free The Ethics Treatise On Emendation Of
Intellect Selected Letters Baruch Spinoza
subject the opposition between ethics and morality,
and the link between ethical and ontological
propositions. His ethics is an ethology, rather than a
moral science. Attention has been drawn to Spinoza
by deep ecologists such as Arne Naess, the
Norwegian philosopher; and this reading of Spinoza
by Deleuze lends itself to a radical ecological ethic. As
Robert Hurley says in his introduction, "Deleuze opens
us to the idea that the elements of the different
individuals we compose may be nonhuman within us.
One wonders, finally, whether Man might be defined
as a territory, a set of boundaries, a limit on
existence." Gilles Deleuze, known for his inquiries into
desire, language, politics, and power, finds a kinship
between Spinoza and Nietzsche. He writes, ""Spinoza
did not believe in hope or even in courage; he
believed only in joy and in vision . . . he more than
any other gave me the feeling of a gust of air from
behind each time I read him, of a witch's broom that
he makes one mount. Gilles Deleuze was a professor
of philosophy at the University of Paris at Vincennes.
Robert Hurley is the translator of Michel Foucault's
History of Sexuality.

The Road to Inner Freedom
Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise (1670) is one
of the most important philosophical works of the early
modern period. In it Spinoza discusses at length the
historical circumstances of the composition and
transmission of the Bible, demonstrating the fallibility
of both its authors and its interpreters. He argues that
free enquiry is not only consistent with the security
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and prosperity of a state but actually essential to
them, and that such freedom flourishes best in a
democratic and republican state in which individuals
are left free while religious organizations are
subordinated to the secular power. His Treatise has
profoundly influenced the subsequent history of
political thought, Enlightenment 'clandestine' or
radical philosophy, Bible hermeneutics, and textual
criticism more generally. It is presented here in a
translation of great clarity and accuracy by Michael
Silverthorne and Jonathan Israel, with a substantial
historical and philosophical introduction by Jonathan
Israel.
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